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DUNLOP 


100/100x18 739 $58.95 
110/100x18 739 $62.95 
100/ 90x19 739 $62.95 
110/ 90x19 739 $65.95 
80/100x21 739 $57.95 
100/100x18 .756 $58.95 
110/100x18 756 $59.95 
100/ 90x19 756 $62.95 
110/ 90х19 756 $65.95 
80/100x21 756 $57.95 
100/100x18 755 $54.95 
110/100x18 755 $56.95 
100/ 90x19 755 $59.95 
110/ 90x19 755 $65.95 
80/100x21 755 $57.95 


Recor 


400x18 MT16 $61.95 
450x18 MT16 $64.95 
300x21 MT16 $57.95 
100/100x18 MT18 $59.95 
110/100x18 MT18 $62.95 
120/100x18 MT18 $66.95 
100/ 90х19 MT18 $63.95 
110/ 90x19 MT18 $65.95 
80/100х21 MT18 $58.95 
100/100x18 320 $61.95 
110/100x18 320 $65.95 
100/ 90x19 320 $65.95 
110/ 90x19 320 $69.95 
80/100x21 320 $58.95 
120/100x18 MT44 $69.95 
90/ 90x21 МТ44 $62.95 
METZELER 
120/ 90x18 UNX $67.95 
90/ 90x21 UNX $62.95 
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110/100х18 VE33 $49.95 

510x18 VE33 $54.95 
100/ 90x19 VE33 $55.95 
110/ 90x19 VE33 $57.95 
100/100x18 IXO7 $52.95 
110/100x18 IXO7 $55.95 
100/ 90x19 IXO7 $59.95 
110/ 90x19 IXO7 $64.95 
80/100x21 IXO7 $49.95 
100/100х18 1ХО5 $52.95 
110/100х18 IXO5 $55.95 
100/ 90х19 1ХО5 $59.95 
110/ 90х19 1ХО5 $64.95 
80/100х21 IXO5 $49.95 
110/ 80х14 M5B $40.95 
120/ 80x18 M5B $50.95 
130/ 80x18 M5B $55.95 
100/ 90x19 М5В $56.95 
110/ 90x19 M5B $60.95 
110/100х18 VE37 $57.95 
80/100x21 VE35 $44.95 
80/100x21 VE39 $44.95 


TRELLEBORG 


100/110х18 754 $86.95 
110/100x18 754 $90.95 
100/100.19 754 $86.95 
120/ 90x18 754 $92.95 
100/110х19 754 $86.95 
110/ 90х19 754 $85.95 
110/100x18 946 $92.95 
120/100x18 946 $95.95 
100/100x19 946 $93.95 
110/ 90x19 946 $95.95 
80/100x21 914 $72.95 
WinterFriction Spikes CALL 


& eased Фоки: 


IRES 


HUNDREDS IN STOCK! 
AME PRICES IN STORE... 











SUPPLY d 


GALFER 
EBC 


from $22.95 
from $19.95 









pu 


v p VEA 
I ME LII 








HEAVY DUTY TUBES | Plastic DeFlectors $24.95 | 
Route Sheet Holder $19.95 
MSR Ultra 8-$12.95 
Trelleborg Е Score Card Holder $ 8.95 
Moose Super $22.95 Rear Rotor Guard $19.95 
Moose Slime $15.95 Speedo Spacer $19.95 
Metzeler $15-$17.95 s Spr кзы p 
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Tube Tacl 


Steel Fronts $23.95 | Steel Fronts from $12.95 
Aluminum Rears $58.95 | Aluminum Rears _ $42.95 
RENTHAL A. 
Sprocket & Chain Kits DID O-Ring from $53.95 
from $102.95 (Includes Master Link ) 
ETE 
Regina O-Ring $99.95 | RK D-Ring from $55.95 


(Includes Master Link ) (Includes Master Link ) 
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Quick Change Brake Pins 
from $9.95 
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Chain Guides from $37.95 


Skid Platos from $49.95 
Rotor Guards $27.95 
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On the cover: Bill Atkinson came out 
strong this year on the ECEA circuit, 
and he hammered through every 
event, banking on skill, stamina, and a 
little bit of luck to get just enough grip 
on the championship points to make it 
to the top. He took the overall home to 
Matto Cycle and KTM, and everybody 
agrees he deserves it. Congratulations! 
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Warning: Like Ed Hertfelder has said on occasion, trail riding; like football, 
soccer, trying to move a large cat from her favorite chair and teasing small 
dogs with the last bite of a hot dog might mean you'll be tasting salty blood 
before sunset. You cannot dispute the apparent danger, so minimize it with all 
the protective gear you can find. If you bundle up until you look and feel like 
Mr. Bibb, the Michelin Man, at least you’re lowering your potential of wrecking 
your chances at reproduction, among other things. So wrap yourself with all the 
protective gear you can find, and thank Ed for this guest disclaimer the next 
time you see him. 


Stuff You Need 


Subscriptions: Subscriptions are avail- 
able from Trail Rider Magazine, Р.О. Box 
2038, Medford Lakes NJ 08055, at 
$18.00 U.S. per 12 issues (one year). 
Canadian subscriptions are $30 yearly, in 
U.S. funds. We're not selling overseas eub- 
scriptions any more. We don't have a Visa 
& Mastercard merchant’s account, eo we 
can't sell by credit card, and neither are 
we set up to “bill you” for a subscription. 
The only way to get it is send in a check, 
cash or money order, and we'll do the rest. 

Renewals: If you like Trail Rider, and plan 
to renew, it would be really helpful if you 
looked at the label on your magazine and 
checked the expiration date. When you 
start getting close to expiring (the maga- 
zine, not you), send in a check along with 
the order blank from an issue, or just your 
name, address, and sub number (above 
your name on the label), and tell us that 
you want to renew. This way we can avoid 
sending out a renewal notice, which will 
save из money we can then spend on food. 
If you drag your feet and forget to renew 
until you stop getting issues, there’s no 
way we can “start you with the last issue” 
you missed. We have to start you with the 
next scheduled mailing, and you'll have to 
buy the missed issues as back issues, if 
we have any left. We mail out the magazine 
every month like clockwork, on or about the 
17th, eo renew ae early in the month as 
possible in order to not miss it. 

Back lesues: A limited number of back 
issues are available. Write ue and let us 
know the month and year, and send $2 per 
copy, plus U.S. Postage of $5 for up to 
four magazines. More than four and we'll 
have to figure out the postage. Don't use 
the shotgun approach and tell us to “send 
all the mags with XR400 tests” unless 
you have plenty of time to wait. (Hint: We 
never had an official X&4OO test bike). 

Address Changes: If you don't want to 
miss an issue, let us know in advance of 
your move, 50 we can update our files 
before we mail your magazine into the 
ozone. The P.O. is supposed to forward 
magazines, if you tell them to, but they 
don't do № in a hurry. 

Newsstand Sales: You won't find Trail 
Rider in any convenience stores. You can 
get Trail Rider in some motorcycle shops, 
and some day we plan to print a list of 
them. Shops can sell Trail Rider easily. 
We'll sell you a minimum of six issues (non- 
returnable) at a price you won't lose 
money on, and we'll pay ehipping. Call us. 

Advertising: Retail advertisers are 
strongly encouraged to get in touch with 
us if you want to advertise in the 
Northeastern market, because we've got a 
dedicated, faithful readership of about 
8,000 hardy souls, and the number is 
growing steadily every month. Besides 
that we like to eat, as we explained above. 
Advertising is what keeps this rag alive, 
and we appreciate your business. 

Contributors: We pay $30 a page for 
copy, and $8 each for black and white pho- 
tos, but we don't print just anything that 
comes in. Call us and we'll talk about it. 

Yankee Trader: Subscribers can adver- 
tise their bikes for sale free in Yankee 
Trader. Just write it down and mail it in, 
don't call ue with it. Thanks! 
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М get a lot of compli- 

ments and questions 

here about the photos we take for the 

magazine. For those of you who like 

them, thank you. Many more of you out there, 

especially the people we see on the sidelines at the 

enduros and hare scrambles, think we're some kind of 

wizards for what we can do with a camera. "| wish | 

could take a picture as good as you can!" says the pit 
crew member waving a disposable camera. 

Well, read on and you will learn how it's done. You can 
take a great picture with a thousand-dollar Nikon, for 
sure, but you can also take a great picture with a throw- 
away camera. 

That's the funny part. You see us professionals at the 
races with our admittedly overpriced Nikons and Canons 
(they really aren't worth what they cost, but we're all 
slaves to the free-market system), and assume that all 
the photos you see in the magazines are painstakingly 
generated with that monster piece of equipment. In most 
cases that's so, but | will tell you that more than one of 
the color shots appearing on the cover of Trail Rider was 
taken with a $100 pocket camera. Most all of the travel 
articles we write, like trail riding in Nevada, or, most 
recently, in Canada (September '99) were shot using 
some sort of a pocket camera. When you're riding, you 
just don't have room for all that heavy "pro" gear. So we 
Stick a small camera in a jacket pocket and we're off. 

Spend money on them? What, are you kidding? And 
wreck them in a fanny pack? One of the cameras hang- 
ing around here is a Canon Sureshot Supreme that | was 
given for free by someone having a yard sale, because it 
"didn't work." All it needed was a new battery, and now 
it lives in the arsenal. There's also an Olympus Infinity 
Mini (an obnoxious little unreliable camera), a Yashica T- 
4 (great, sharp lens but slow shutter) and a couple of old 
Nikon pocket cameras. Whenever | go somewhere for an 
epic ride, one of these film-eaters will get dusted off, 
tested and packed with my gear. So don't believe a good 
picture depends on equipment. 

Instead, l'Il give you three or four simple tips that rep- 
resent the sum of my experience over the past 20 years 
of shooting motorcycles. And it doesn't matter what kind 
of camera you use, expensive or free, if you violate even 
one of these rules you'll wind up with lousy photos. 
Ready? 

1. Do not shake the camera. With an expensive cam- 
era you can set it so the shutter speed is very high, which 
is great for stopping motion blur. Motion blur is what 
happens when the subject is moving too fast across the 
picture, or when you shake the camera when you hit the 
shutter. Most blurry photos are from camera shake, and 
the reason is you can't control the shutter speed on a 
cheap camera—and you wouldn't believe how slow it is 
in that junky camera. Pros will tell you that 1/500th of a 
second is the minimum shutter speed you need to 
"freeze" all movement, and you'll be lucky if the camera 
you're using shoots at 1/50th. Extremely fortunate if it 
tops out at 1/100. 

How do you combat camera shake, with such a slow 
shutter speed? Hold the camera steady. You can't run up 
to the line, whip the camera up, snap a picture and run 
away. The cheaper the camera, the more critical it is to 
hold still. Think about the shot you want. Anticipate 
where your rider is going to be in the turn or on the track, 
and then hold the camera up and look through it. Two 
hands. Watch your rider come up through the viewfind- 
er, and when he gets into range hold your breath, 
squeeze the shutter down smoothly and evenly (like 
you're squashing a tick), and then keep the camera on 
him for a heartbeat after the shutter goes off. It takes 
practice, but if you always think about keeping the cam- 
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era quiet and still when you're using it, your photos will 
definitely improve. 

2. Use a flash. Watch any of us shoot a race—me, 
Mark Uth, Mike or Denise Bernier, Mark Baer—and the 
one common thing you'll notice is that we're all working 
with a flash hooked to the camera, even though the sun 
is out. Why? Well, because the sun is out strong, and if 
it's hitting the rider from the back or the side he's going 
to have a shadow on him, and the shadow is going to 
turn into a black blob if we don't throw some extra light 
on it. The brighter it is, the more necessary a flash is, 
which is why you might see us shooting without a flash 
if it's grey or raining—just when you think a flash might 
be necessary! The object of the flash is to cut down the 


force the camera to an even lower shutter speed), and 
shoot away. One eye looks through the camera, and you 
can open the other one so you can see if the flash goes 
off. If it’s working right, your photos will look much bet- 
ter. 

Oh, and even disposable cameras are coming with lit- 
tle flashes built in, and you can force these flashes on 
just by holding down the button or whatever it says to do 
in the instructions. Do it. It'll especially help a disposable 
camera picture. 

3. Don't shoot a moving object. It sounds stupid, but 
the slower your rider is going, the easier it's going to be 
to get a good picture of him. Nobody wants a shot of 
them going slow, do they? Well hey, they're stopped 


“You can take a great picture with a thousand-dollar 
Nikon, for sure, but you can also take a great picture 
With a throwaway camera." 


contrast of the photo, to cut into that black blob and 
make the dark parts of the rider more pleasing to the eye. 
If you want more technical details, the high contrast 
problem that forces us to use a flash isn't from the film 
itself. The film—color negative film, what you use to get 
color prints from—actually does a great job of capturing 
shadow detail. Most film is wonderful in this respect; 
what sucks is the paper they print all of our final prints 
on. Over the years, typical consumers shooting blurry 
photos with cheap cameras have demanded more and 
more sharpness from the labs that print their bad pho- 
tos, and one way to give the appearance of sharpness is 
to use really high contrast printing paper so that the 
photo really “snaps” out at you. The problem with engi- 
neering high contrast in the paper is it limits the range of 
tones that paper can reproduce—anything under a cer- 
tain amount of exposure turns into the dreaded black 
blob. So we use a flash to compensate for lousy printing 
paper, of all things, and it does this by brightening the 
shadows and reducing the tonal range of the negative. 
(At this point, a few of you will sniff haughtily and say, 
"Negative film! Real pros use slide film!" That may be 
true, but the reason pros use slides, and the reason most 
of the magazine/photo reproduction industry still insist 
on using slide film, or "transparency" film is because it's 
cheap, and for no other reason. For the single investment 
in a roll of film a photographer gets back a box of fin- 
ished, final slides that he can look at all at once on a light 
table. He sends them off to the magazine and then they 
try to deal with the task of making them reproduce cor- 
rectly. It's cheap, that's all it is. Color negative film can 
capture a good 30 percent more tonal detail, while slide 
film will block up like the Great Wall of China if you don't 
expose it perfectly. Unless you have a serious need to 
project your pictures on the wall, stick with color prints 
and rest happy knowing your negatives are perfect.) 
How do you accomplish this with your cheap camera? 
On just about all of the autofocus/auto-everything cam- 
eras out there, you'll find a flash control button. You can 
push it a number of times and select between "auto 
flash," "no flash," "red-eye reduction," and "flash on 
regardless." You may have to look in your instruction 
book to figure it out, but you want to hit that button until 
you have the flash on all the time ("fill flash," it might 
say). Now, just remember what we said about holding 
the camera steady (because turning the flash on might 


dead in the photo, what's the difference? Seriously, 
watch a rider going through a section, and carefully 
watch what's going on. Yeah, he's going fast out of the 
turn, but when he comes into the apex of the turn he just 
about stops dead for a second, doesn't he? If it's a nasty 
piece of uphill rocks you're shooting on, you'll always 
see a transition in the action where the bike is bouncing 
up, but not forward anymore. Even a person flying over 
a kick-up jump; there's a spot in the flight off that jump 
where the bike stops upward motion for a split second, 
and starts coming down. On certain jumps, the bike lit- 
erally stops dead in the air for almost an entire second 
(that's the secret to all those wild Dirt Bike magazine cov- 
ers). Yeah, a motorcycle going down a straightaway is 
fast, too fast to shoot. Look for slower, nastier sections 
where the riders are practically crawling along, but they 
look like they're working hard, and there you will get the 
best photo. 

If you must shoot something moving, then for good- 
ness sakes move the camera with the subject. It's an old 
technique called "panning." Stand yourself perpendicular 
to the trail, about 12 feet back. Put the camera to your 
face and watch the rider come into view. Stay locked on 
her as she goes by, and "pan" the camera along to follow 
her all the way past. When the rider is right across from 
you you're going to be whipping your head and camera 
by to follow her, and just squeeze the shutter when she's 
directly in front of you. A good "pan" shot is extremely 
difficult to pull off, but if you do it you'll be rewarded with 
a sharp photo of your rider going by with the background 
of the photo blurred from the movement. It looks cool. 

That's it. Three basic tips that represent the sum of all 
you need to know about successful sports photography. 
Practice them like me and all the rest of my cronies, and 
shoot, oh, maybe two or three hundred photos a month, 
and it'll all turn into second nature in a couple of years. 

Oh, and one last thing: While you're concentrating on 
all this keep in mind Rule Number Four: Don't get hit. I've 
seen a few people with cameras up to their faces get 
taken out by their intended subject, and the results are 
rarely pretty—although the photos can be unique. Take it 
from me, and from my good friend Jay Chittenden, who 
expects to walk with a limp the rest of his life, contact 
with a moving motorcycle is not desirable. You want to 
leave with good pictures, not good bruises. Remember 
that. % 
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О" of the most common 
“stoppers” to an enduro 
rider is fear; fear that they don’t know 
how to ride what is in front of them. | see it 
all the time at enduros. Everything is going 
along smoothly, and then suddenly there’s a ton of 
traffic and everybody bottlenecked at one obstacle. 
The way this happens is pretty much always the same. 
One rider comes along, gets scared of what he sees— 
whether it's a rock garden, a nasty little hillclimb, 
whatever—and he stops to check it out. He can’t see 
a line through it, attacks anyhow because the clock is 
running, and falls down. The guy behind him might 
have the same problem, or might just get tangled up 
with the first rider, and before you know it there’s a 
whole crowd trying to get through and nobody can 
move. 

The trouble the first rider had all came from his 
unfamiliarity with the situation. The only way you can 
improve your riding through rough terrain is to prac- 
tice it. | know that when you’re just out riding for fun, 
you want to shy away from anything you don’t like. 
Hey, it’s a fun ride, right? Why should you kill yourself 
trying to ride through some horrible swamp or some- 
thing? Because if you don’t ever ride that sort of thing 
you're never going to know that you can really do it 
when you come up on it in an enduro. 

The solution is simple. When you go out riding, give 
yourself a half hour to practice some specific thing 
that you don’t like, or that may scare you. In New 
England it might be a nasty rock garden, maybe down 
south it might be a trail covered with fallen logs. 
Anywhere, it might be a nasty mudhole. Ride out to it 
and learn how to do it, and since you’re going to be 
taking a little risk here, don’t do it alone. If you get 
stuck in that mud hole, you’re going to want a partner 
to help you pull the bike out. 

When you get to the spot, park your bike and spend 
some time walking the section, just like a trials rider 
does. Say it’s a bad rock garden. You know other bikes 
have gone through there, because that’s where the 
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Riding with Mike 


by Mike Lafferty 





Practice the Hard Stuff 


trail goes. Maybe you’ve been there, stuck in an 
enduro, and you've seen other riders hammering 


that your suspension has to soak up, and in that case 
the quicker you're moving the better the suspension 


"When you go out riding, give yourself a half hour to 
practice some specific thing that you don't like, or that 
may scare you." 
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works. You need momentum to keep moving forward 
and stay upright. Try stopping in the section, and see 
how hard it is to get going again. It’s the same 
whether it’s mud, rocks, logs, ruts or nasty tight trail. 
There is a line through it, you just have to find the line 
and develop the best speed to take that line. And you 
do this by practicing the nasty stuff. 

Take the photos for example. Out on a ride with 
Clipper, and he sees this log pile on the edge of a 
cleared area. He says, “Can you ride over that?” | say, 
“| bet | can,” and try it out. | pick out a line and go for 
it, and after a few tries | can ride right over the logs 
without stopping. Now, | don’t think you'll ever find an 
enduro club bold enough to arrow the trail over a pile 
of logs, it looks impossible to ride. But I’ve tried it, 
and now | know | can do it if it ever happens. 

And yeah, in the third picture above I'm pushing the 
bike out because | wound up getting stuck one time. 
That's the same as everything else. In racing the name 
of the game is to keep moving, and if you get stuck 
hop off and push that bike out right away. Practice 
pushing. The clock is always ticking, and you don’t 
have time to sit there and cuss about it. Besides, if I'm 
coming up behind you, | don’t want you in my way, 
okay? Thanks. % 
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easiest line, and try to remember what == 
you might have seen there in the past, 
what the riders that made it look easy 
were doing. Its very possible that 
there's only one decent line through that 
rock garden, and if you get out and 
walk, looking forward and behind you, Ж 
studying the different spots where you € 
might have to turn the bike, the path 
you'll have to take will become much pe * ай 
clearer. d 
Then, get on your bike and try it. Do 
everything carefully—stand up, good = 
grip on the bars, attack position, and :g 
ready for anything. Keep in mind that ER 
there's no race going on, so you can 
spend as much time as you need, 
there's no pressure. Ride the section 
one way, then back again if possible—l 
know there are some sections that can 
be ridden safely only one direction, so if 
that's the case here find a way to loop 
around to repeat the section. 
| know one thing you're going to learn: 
that momentum is one of the keys to 
making it easy. Especially in the rocks; 
think of the rocks as just nasty bumps 
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Freedom of Choice. 


Yeah, that's what the good old U.S.A. is all about. Freedom to live where you want to live, freedom to do what you want 
to do, and freedom to ride what you want to ride: motocross, enduro, cross country, dualsport or street, 2-stroke or 
4-stroke. Your free thinking pals at КТМ have a new way to make livin’ and ridin’ in the U.S.A. even better. It's called 
the Powersports Card and you can apply for yours at participating KTM dealers from sea to shining sea. The process 

is easy and when approved you'll receive a credit line good for any dealership purchase. If you act now that includes 
new KTM Sportmotorcycles. 

Buy a new KTM with the Transamerica Powersports Card during KTM's Freedom of 
Choice promotion and enjoy FREEDOM from down payment, FREEDOM from interest 
and FREEDOM from monthly payments.* 

You read it right, citizen, NO down, NO interest and NO monthly payments until July 1, 2000. Just think, no money down 
gives you freedom from budget worries, and no monthly payment means you've got plenty of time to sell your current 
bike before the first payment on your new KTM is due. Fast, on the spot approval frees you from the usual drawn out 
process. With KTM's Freedom of Choice and the Transamerica Powersports Card, your pursuit of two-wheeled happiness 


has never been easier! 


. . Your Ticket to Freedom. 
Ihe KTM Freedom of Choice Promotion It's never been easier to buy a KTM, than with the Transamerica 


Powersports Card, which is a credit card provided 
through Transamerica Bank, N.A. You can 
()* 0 apply for yours at participating 
KTM dealers nationwide. Sign up 


Interest Payments today and before you can sing 
Yankee Doodle you'll be exercising 
Freedom of Choice, the KTM way! 







*Offer valid on all new KTM motorcycle consumer purchases financed between January 1, 2000 and June 1, 2000 on an approved Transamerica Bank, МА. ("TA Bank") credit card account. 
TA Bank is not affiliated with KTM. The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) may vary. As of November 1, 1999 the current APR is 17.90% (corresponding Daily Periodic Rate of Finance Charge of 
0.0490%). No finance charges will be assessed until July 1, 2000. No payment required (except insurance premiums if applicable) during the promotional period. 
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Dress Up Your 
XR600 


Originally available only for the 
XR400 and 250, A-Loop recently came 
out with one of their trick seat-tank kits 
for the Honda XR600. It’s the perfect 
way to dress up your XR, and the 
coolest way to slim the bike down for 
hare scrambles. With the kit installed 
your bike is narrower from the tank all 
the way to the tail, and generally a little 
lighter, too. The kit is intended for 
motocross, so the 
tank capacity is less = 
than a stocker, but 
you don't need to carry a 
ton of gas on a four- 
Stroke unless you 
plan to ride Baja. 
Find out more about 
it from A-Loop 
Offroad, at 800-66-A- 
LOOP. 


Sherm Cooper's 
New Millennium 
Tour 


Retired Honda dealer Sherm Cooper 
may be taking it easy now, but he's cer- 
tainly not turned into a couch potato. In 
his 74 years, Sherm has traveled most 
of the world on motorcycles, including 


Blackwell 
90. 99 Hare Scramble: 
Champion - 


See your local dealer 


LocalNews 


Africa (nine times), China (twice) 
and Australia, including numerous 
rides in the U.S. and Mexico. He 
isn't done yet. On January 1, Sherm 
and a group of adventurers crossed 
the international border into Mexico, 
and embarked on a ride through that 
country and into Central America, all 
the way to the Panama Canal. Called 
"The New Millennium Tour," the ride 
is intended to spread goodwill and 
hope for the new mil- 

lennium, and 
RA M deliver contribu- 
M tions to 







charita- 
ble causes along the way. You can 
follow their progress on a Web site 
they plan to keep updated along the 
way, and that address is www.larry- 
toby.com/centralamerica/. A list of 
charities they are targeting is now 
on the Web site, and, of course, 
sponsorship is welcome. You can 
learn much more from the Web site, 
or by calling Larry Toby at (303)693- 
2438, fax to (413)451-5336. E-mail 
to larrytoby&pobox.com. 


Get Active, Get Involved, Get Connected 


The worst news to come across the desk early this winter is President Clinton's 
Roadless Initiative. This Roadless Initiative is in the form of an Executive Order that 
will in effect close up 60 million acres of public land, not only to trail riders, but to just 
about everyone who isn't a card carrying member of the Sierra Club or a friend of a 
very influential friend. Apparently, this is the effort of our lame-duck president to 
ensure the “environmentalist” vote for presidential candidate Al Gore, who is simply 
lame. The trouble with us reporting on this, and suggesting things you can do to stop 
it, is that the comment period for the Order expires before this magazine will reach 
you. The end of the comment period means that the Order will be shut down by more 
intelligent people in Washington, or our president gets to sign a paper turning an 
incredibly vast area of public land into a Sierra Club version of Area 51. 

The chilling part about all this is that these lockouts and land grabs are happening 
faster and faster in modern times, by design. The quicker you can force something like 
this through, the least likely you are to have the public notice what you're doing and 
cry "Foul!" What should you do? Easy but expensive: get a computer and get familiar 
with the Internet. We received notice right away about the Roadless Initiative, and 
quickly there were all sorts of sites on the Web where you could get more information, 
as well as places where you could sign your name to an e-mail message and fire it off 
to the people who matter in a matter of seconds. We did this, and received a confir- 
mation form letter from a state assemblyman within days, so we know the system 
works. It is high speed, and that's the only way you can fight a government out of con- 
trol. 

If you do have a computer, and are on line now, here are two places you can go to 
get started. Look at what they have to offer politically, and bookmark the sites so you 
can quickly return to them. The first is www.ama-cycle.org, the home base of our 
American Motorcyclist Association. The other is www.sharetrails.org, which is the 
Web site for the Blue Ribbon Coalition (BRC). The BRC has been doing land-access 
work for motorcyclists for over a decade, and their site is packed with all sorts of infor- 
mation you'll want to know about. Links on both of these sites will lead you to other 
valuable resources, and don't be afraid to let your voice be heard. Also, shake loose a 
few bucks and join both organizations. You may think you don't need either of them, 
but without the AMA and BRC we'd all be playing golf. And | hate golf. 














Quality Tools & Controls designed 
for the Next Level! Control Cables, 
Levers, Spark Plug Wrenches, 
Spoke Wrenches, T-Handles, Fork 
Seal Drivers, Tire Irons & Tools, 
Chain Tools, Engine Diagnostic 
Tools and much, much more... Start 
with the basics, and the Next Level 
isn't so far away! 
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“Bead Buddy” 
off-road tire tool 
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Sidewinder Chain 
Lube 


It's about time, that’s all we have to 
say. Sidewinder has been making and 
selling chains and sprockets for the 
past hundred years, so it’s about time 
they took all that 
knowledge and 
made a killer chain 
lube. The new “P-51” 
chain and sprocket & 
lube is 100 percent 
synthetic and 
made without oil 
or wax-based 
lubricants. The 
reason this is 
good is because 
oils and wax 
attract dirt and 
grit, which is the 
death of chains. P- | 
51 is a product of 
aerospace chemi- 
cal technology, 
and а close 
cousin of it is an 
extreme tempera- 
ture lube for artillery and firearms. It 
goes on dry and it lubes like nothing 
else we've seen, and it’s compatible 
with o-ring chains. We also like the trig- 
ger delivery system. Find out 
more at www.sidewinder- 
sprockets.com, or call them at 
(630)513-1000. 


Get to the 
Banquets 


Are you winning an award 
this year at the ECEA banquet, 
or at the NETRA banquet? No? 
Well, why not go anyhow? 
We'll tell you right now that all 
afternoon at either of these 
events you'll find bike and 
product displays by local deal- 
ers, manufacturers, and even 
companies like Trail Rider magazine. 
There’s plenty to do, and lots of bench 
racing, even if you don’t stay for the 
dinner and awards, although you can 
always do that. The NETRA banquet is 
very soon, January 29th at the 
Doubletree Islander Hotel in Newport, 
Rhode Island. We understand it’s a 
great location, and can’t wait to see it. 
If you want further information, call 
Pete Tanner at Razee’s at (401)295- 
8837 and he'll tell you all about it. The 
ECEA banquet is happening at the 
Radisson in Trevose, Pennsylvania, and 
the date is February 5. You can learn 
more about it by calling ECEA president 
Mike Vanovich at (717)865-0601. 
People start gathering at either event by 
about 11:00 on Saturday morning, and 
it really is a fun time. Come see us at 
the Trail Rider table, and pick up a free 
magazine for a friend! 


Daytona News 


The 50th anniversary of the Alligator 
Enduro is happening this year during 







LocalNews 


Daytona Speed Week, just as usual. 
The date is March 9, 2000, and there 
are no post entries. If you want to ride, 
you'd better call and let them know, 
(904)672-1868. The start is on the 
west side of 1-95 off of International 
Speedway Blvd., on Tomoka Farms 
Road. We also received a flyer for the 
Alligator Dual Sport, which happens the 
day before the enduro at the same loca- 
tion. You have to have a street-legal 
dual sport bike, and post entry is prob- 
ably possible, but call the same phone 
number for more information. 


Killer Tool Pack 


We see a lot of tool packs around 
here, but one that really impressed us 
last year was the MSR Enduro Pak. The 
picture in their catalog doesn't do it jus- 
tice, and the picture we have here isn't 
much better. You have to pick it up, 
unzip all the zippers and look it over. It's 
heavy Cordura, it's packed with elastic 
tool holder thingies, straps, pockets, 
even a clear vinyl pocket inside so you 
can find that map you lost. It's big 
enough o hold all your tools, another 
pair of gloves, a pocket camera and 
more, and you can hang accessory 
pockets or canteen holders off the 
waist strap. And, it was designed by 
Malcolm Smith hisself, so you know it's 


good. Get it at your MSR dealer for 
under $50. 


Group of Heroes 


We finally got a picture of the victori- 
ous Salt Fork Dirt Riders team from the 
ISDE in Portugal. You remember, the 
top-finishing American team, finished 
fourth overall Club Team at the Six 
Days, every one 
of the guys over 
40 years old. In 
the picture, 
from left to 
right, Trini and 
тег ot y 
Cunningham, 
Jeff  Fredette, 
and Drew and 
Loretta Smith. 
They're the 
greatest, and 
our heroes, no - 
doubt! 


! i 





Check Your 2000 KTM Forks 


We've already heard reports that some new KTMs might suffer from fork bot- 
toming, causing the California magazines to immediately announce that the fork 
springs were too soft on the new bikes. Whatever you do, don’t change your fork 
springs (unless you're a real heavyweight). We checked into it and the problem 
comes from not enough oil in the forks. 

We've complained about oil level being inconsistent in WP forks before and 
apparently the new WP upside down forks on the 2000 model KTMs are really {ску 
to fill with oil correctly. The problem comes from checking and setting your oil låvel 
without taking into account the area between the aluminum top tubes and the 
chrome slider tubes. If you don't change your oil correctly this area in the forks 
doesn't fill with oil, resulting in a far lower oil level than optimum. 

According to KTM, there are three ways to get the right amount of oil in your 
forks. 

1. Quick & Dirty: Dump all the oil out of the fork leg, pump the cartridge to make 
sure the fork is completely empty and clean, and then re-fill with 430cc of 5w fork 
oil. This will get you into the ball park, and the forks might work fine, but it's not 
very precise. 

2. A Little Better: Pour at least 450cc of oil into the clean, empty fork leg. Bleed 
air out of the inner rebound cartridge by pumping it up and down until resistance is 
consistent from the top to the bottom. Extend the aluminum outer fork tube all the 
way until it “tops out,” and then push it all the way back down to fully bottomed, 
along with the rebound cartridge. There will be no oil between the inner and outer 
tubes. Drain off the excess oil to a level of 100mm from the top and button it all 
back up. This will default to a standard oil level of approximately 150mm once you 
start riding the bike. But if you're going to do this, go the extra yard and try. 

3. The Best Way: Pour in a minimum of 450cc of oil, and bleed all the air out of 
the rebound cartridge. Fully bottom the fork, and pour in oil until the level is over 
the top of the chrome tube. Keep pouring oil in slowly and tilt the fork slightly, to fill 
the space between the chrome tube and aluminum outer tube. You'll see air bub- 
bles come out as the oil fills this area. Once you're sure there's no more air between 
the tubes, don't move them or the space will empty out and you'll have to start over. 
Draw the excess oil down to the recommended oil level of 150mm for an EXC or 
MXC, measuring from the top of the forks down the middle of the chrome tube. 

Just remember that you have to have oil between the outer tube and the chrome 
tube to ensure measuring accuracy. Also, KTM says if you've been bottoming a lot, 
due to low oil level, check the old oil carefully for bits of black plastic, and if there's 
plastic in the oil you've damaged the "hydro stops" in the forks and will probably 
have to replace them. Look them up in your parts catalog and you'll know what 
we're talking about. 


for the trip to Lhasa, and then May 18 


Roof of the World 


Lotus Tours is never shy about pre- 
senting ambitious rides for adventur- 
ous motorcyclists, and they've got one 
coming up this year that would be a 
dream trip for most of us. In it, the 
Lotus group plans to ride from 
Katmandu, Nepal, to Lhasa, Tibet, on 
1998 Enfield Bullet motorcycles. The 
riding route for the tour crosses three 
16,000 foot-plus Himalayan passes on 
the way to Tibet's capital. The trip is 
one way to Lhasa, with a flight back to 
Katmandu, and if you can't make it 
there's another trip in the reverse direc- 
tion starting a couple of days later. The 
dates are from May 2 through May 15 





through May 31 for the return trip. 
Either one will set you back $5040, 
$4480 if you're just a passenger in the 
support truck. Frankly, we'd love to do 
it; if you can, you should. Get more 
information by calling Lotus at 
(312)951-0031, or e-mail them at 
lotustours@juno.com; or see their Web 
site at www.lotustours.com. 


Death Valley 


Here's another interesting ride. 
Mojave Adventures and Countdown are 
putting on a three day 500 mile dual 
sport this month, starting in Jean, 
Nevada, through Death Valley and back 
again; February 19-21. The group 
spends Saturday night at Furnace Creek 
Ranch in Death Valley, then Sunday 
night in Beatty, Nevada, and then on 
back to Jean. Sounds like a good desert 
loop! If you miss that one, there's 
another 350 mile ride in March on two 
possible weekends, March 4-5 or 
March 11-12, that goes from Olancha, 
California, to Beatty, Nevada, and back. 
You might miss all of them, since the 
Death Valley Park Srevice limits the 
number of riders in these events to only 
40, and there's a long list of wanting to 
ride. If you're serious about it, call Jerry 
Counts at Countdown at (818)348- 
8381 and tell him Clipper sent you. # 
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Double Dare Dual Sport Project 





by Mark Uth 


к a dual sport motorcycle to be an essential component of the com- 
plete dirt bike stable. It broadens horizons and opens additional riding 
Opportunities not available to pure dirt scoots. Unfortunately, even today’s 
best dual sport bikes leave something to be desired. My last dual sport mount, 
a Honda XR250L, was an able enough trail mount, but couldn't cut it on the 
highway, mainly due to a lame top cruising speed that wavered in hills and 
head winds. This is an inherent drawback of any 250cc four stroke power 
plant, and the primary reason | set my sights on bigger displacement. Sub- 
par suspension is another factor, a near universal drawback of factory dual 
sport bikes, compounded by inferior components that don’t even offer com- 
plete tunability. Finally, carburetors on near all dual sport bikes are a compro- 
mise as well, many lacking extensive adjustability to fuel delivery. Bottom line, 
I came to the conclusion that I'd only be happy with a converted four stroke 
dirt bike. 

| settled in on looking for a used Husky 350 or Honda 400. Sure, a new 
Yahama 400 would have been neat, however | wasn’t looking to drop that kind 
of coin. Same goes for the XR, as most were still a bit on the pricey side. So, 
when this '93 Husky 350 became available for $1500, it looked like the right 
fit. My advice to those considering their own dual sport project is to find the 
bike of your choice that’s already been titled by some industrious enduro 


rider. Once а bike's baen (Шей, it 'is-essentially a street bike, and all thats дус; up and ready to go. We wanted to start with a real racing bike to have the advan- 


HUSKY 350°DS” 


Converting a ‘93 350 into the ultimate street scrambler 





required is the window dressing needed to make it look like one. Sure, you tage of good, taut suspension and overall dirt worthiness. The Husky definitely has it. 


could buy a new bike and go through the process yourself, and in some 
states, it wouldn't even be a criminal act. However, for most riders 
a dual sport bike represents a second or third bike in the shed, so 
a bike with a couple of years of experience is no big deal. 

How I Did It 

| decided to essentially make my own dual sport conversion kit. 
Courtesy of Husqvarna USA, | had trick take-off parts from а '98 
Husky (multifunction handlebar switch unit, horn and speedo 
head). Additional parts were obtained from Acerbis (body plastic, 
head and tail light assemblies, turn signals) and Baja Designs 
(hydraulic brake switches, flasher, voltage regulator). The owner's 
manual from the '98 Husky also provided an electrical schematic 
that was a reasonable starting point. 

In spite of this seemingly impressive list of available parts and в 
information, this route was a big mistake, as | had severely under- 
estimated the difficulties in making a properly functioning and 
clean looking wiring harness. Bear in mind that wiring problems 
almost always manifest themselves as fried components, in this 
case, mostly bulbs. | became a regular down at the auto parts 
store replacing the multitude of bulbs that supernova’d during the 
debugging process. Looking back, I'd never 
do it this way again. Everything works fine | 
(finally), however, the resulting wiring har- 27 
ness looks like a rat’s nest. Руе a new found 
appreciation for prepackaged dual sport con- 
version kits sold for a few hundred dollars by 
Baja Designs and other vendors. Money well 
spent, and certainly the path I'll choose the 
next time around. 

My conversion problems began right off 
the bat as the 98 Husky instrumentation did- 
n't exactly match the '98 electrical wiring dia- 
gram. Eventually (after wasting some $20 
worth of bulbs) | figured this out by stripping 
back the wire wrap on the multifunction 
switch, only to find that some of the leads 
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The back end looks pretty good with twin pipes and winkers. 


Above: Welcome to my 
nightmare. Take a tip 
from us, and don't try to 
build your own wiring 
harness. Left: A standard 
brake light switch-bolt 
worked perfectly on the 
Husky rear brake cylinder. 





didn't actually connect to the switch as shown in the 
schematic. 
Earlier, | had done a quick and dirty load analysis and 


¥ figured that with everything on all at once, the maxi- 
3 mum electrical load was about 115 watts. Since the 


Husky lighting coil provides an output of 130 watts, | 
knew | was in good shape and decided to forgo a bat- 
tery and/or battery eliminator (capacitor). This was a 
good decision as the Husky generator is more than up 
to the task and doesn't pulse or dim even with every- 
thing fired up. Had | pursued a conversion project with 
a more conventional lighting coil output (e.g., XR, KLX, 
WR, etc.), a battery, battery eliminator or lighting coil 
rewind would undoubtedly been needed. 

The lighting coil from the Husky did, however, throw 
us a bit of a curve, as there are two yellow power leads 


in its wiring harness, providing feeds from two individual accessory coils. It was 
originally assumed that the two leads were connected together some where, when 
in fact they are completely independent. This meant that when we connected our 
voltage regulator to one lead, the other lead still went unregulated (more blown 
bulbs). Additionally, the overall load needs to be balanced between the two output 


coils. 








A standard Husky speedo easily went on, and some 
of the idiot lights actually work. The toggle switch is 
for handlebar heaters. Below: The 350cc motor has 

plenty of power for the dirt or the street. 





Other Stuff 
I had some DOT-approved Michelin Enduro Comp III 
knobbies in the garage, and they got mounted onto 
the project. For a dual sport applications, these meats 






aren't bad in the dirt, although the wide knob spacing 
of the rear tire is plenty noisy on the street. For a mir- 
ror, (only one required in NJ), an Acerbis folding unit 
was mounted up for dirt action. About the only thing 
it's good for is getting you through inspection, as it 
vibrates mercilessly whenever the motor is running, 
and it doesn't stand tall enough to see around your 
own arm. A fragile and rigidly mounted real mirror 
replaces the folding Acerbis unit whenever we need 
real rear vision. 

Performance wise, the Husky 350 has a great motor 
that pulls hard throughout the RPM range. It has 
more top end runout than most thumpers, especially 
low-end based XRs. The motor loafs at 75 MPH, and 
will probably do 90. Suspension wise, the Showa sus- 
penders found on this model year Husky are head and 
shoulders above standard dual sport suspension fare. 
Action is firm yet compliant, with plenty of adjustibili- 
ty. Most pertinent, the Husky doesn't wallow like just 
about every Japanese dual sport four stroke trail bike 
that we've ever ridden. Hard changing won't result in 
wet shorts. 

The Darkside 

This project really went to the dogs early on, but lit- 
tle of that was attributed to the conversion project 
itself. As with any used bike purchase, you're rolling 
the dice, betting against major failures, repairs and 
associated costs. No matter how carefully the bike 
gets checked out prior to purchase, there are always 
internal problems that can't be seen and/or are just 
waiting to happen. 

On the positive side, most Euro bikes are a good bet, 
Huskys and KTMs renowned for their constitution. 


Honda XRs are no slouches either. Nonetheless, this 
will only get you so far. From the gitgo, chain and 
sprocket replacement was a given. We bolted up 14- 
48 replacement Sidewinder sprockets and a DID O- 
ring chain, which seems about perfectly attuned with 
power on tap. It provides a good enough top speed 
without making for tough slow going—the motor 
pulls sixth gear without a snivel.. 

Soon there after things started to really go down hill. 
The rear wheel was the first unforeseen problem, the 
bike apparently ridden for a long time with the rear 
spokes very loose. This trashed virtually all of the 
spokes and spoke nipples and the holes in the rear rim 
were substantially elongated. Fortunately, | managed 
to cannibalize spokes and nipples from an old Honda 
wheel (same length/shape spokes). The Honda nip- 
ples were a little larger to boot, negating any problem 
with the elongated holes. However, the real back 
breaker of the project was a major motor meltdown 
that necessitated a top and bottom end rebuild. Not to 
belabor this subject, let's just say that soon after tak- 
ing possession of this bike the motor started making 
a gawdawful racket. Using proven destructive testing 
techniques, the motor was run until the crank seized 
in grand fashion. It was the first used bike motor | 
ever had take a crap on me. | guess | was due. 

Fortunately, we're beyond all that now. The finished 
project is pretty trick looking, and has met or exceed- 
ed all of my original goals and expectations. In spite of 
the unavoidable setbacks, I’m now poised to happily 
thrash my Husky dual sport for many miles to come. 
Even if it's nothing more than hopping curbs on the 
way to Wawa. ft 


Enduro. It's a game we play on our motorcycles. If you're 
just playing for fun, that's great. The PaceMaker Enduro 
computer makes accurate timekeeping simple and 
uncomplicated. Our sharp display is easy to read, and our 
plain-english menus make learning to timekeep fast and 
fun. There's no better way to get started in Enduro than 
using a PaceMaker 3 Enduro computer. 





-LO0D Offroad 


If you're the competitive type, you want to make sure that 
you have every advantage over the other guys on your 
row. Besides having the clearest display, user configurable 
readouts, and a list of program features as long the third 
loop at the Delaware national, the PaceMaker's Audible 
alarm alerts you to upcoming possibles without you even 
taking your eyes off the trail. You can't go fast if you're 
staring at your instruments, can you? Now THAT'S how 
you play to WIN. 


P3 complete with 
mounting kit, just $369 


To Order Call 1-800-66-A-LOOP 
A-LOOP Offroad, 3911 Norwood Dr. #6, Littleton CO 80125 ® www.aloop.com 
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NETRA/Moose Offroad Enduro Series 





SEASON'S END 


by Joe McLaughlin, photos by Denise Bernier 


Finishing up a busy year in New England 


Cockaponset Enduro 
Round 9, Chester CT 10/17/99 

his year’s penultimate round of the NETRA Enduro 

Championship Series would have no part in deter- 
mining the year’s Grand Champion. Hans Neff had 
already wrapped things up a few weeks earlier, secur- 
ing his place in NETRA history. Second place in the 
series was still up for grabs, though. 
KTM/Moose/Razee’s Jason Cayer held a slim three- 
point lead over Yamaha of Putnam’s Jerry Madore. 
With this in mind, you would think 
Neff would kick back, rest his feet up | 
on the bars, and watch Cayer and 
Madore battle it out for second...Yeah, # 
right! | 

Neff kept himself in the thick of & 
things, but Cayer came out on top of 
the 1999 Cockaponset Enduro. Cayer 
edged out Neff on emergency points 
after each rider dropped eleven points | 
for the day. Madore put up a good 
fight, finishing third overall with a № 
twelve-point card. This win gives | 
Cayer a ten-point cushion over 
Madore for second place points, head- 
ing into the final round. 

Better weather could not have been 
dreamed up for this year’s 
Cockaponset. Salmon River County 
Rider Trail Boss Steve Brown, and Co- 
Trail Boss Mike Zahansky were | 
pleased with the warm, sunny day. Ё 
The new start area filled up quickly, as 1 
the fabulous weather drew an over- , 
capacity crowd. 70 degrees and blue, k^ 
sunny skies were in order today, and & 
no rainfall in the week before today's 
event provided perfect conditions for a 
fun day in the saddle. 

The SRCR are known for running short sections, 
and for using inconsistent check patterns to force 
everyone to pay close attention to timekeeping. Today 
would be no exception. A short stretch of dirt roads, 
followed by a couple miles of trail gave a chance to 
warm up the bikes before heading into the first timed 
section. 

An easy zero check-in to the Pattaconck section led 
to 1.6 miles of tight, rocky trail. The short section 
took two points from the entire AA field, along with 
the fastest A riders. Some easier trail followed that 
was just difficult enough to make you hustle to main- 
tain 24 mph, with no check-out of the section. 

After a reset and some tar roads, another short but 
tough 1.3 mile section was enough to grab one point 
from all of the AA riders and swifter A riders. Again, 
this section was followed by some easier trail, which 
could be navigated at 24 mph, though not easily. A 
three-minute reset and a short connector trail led to a 
check-in and some really fine new trail. This section 
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was also short at 1.6 miles, but proved to be a hand- 
ful at 24 mph. Neff, Cayer and Valley Motor Sports' 
Tom Norton were the fastest through the emergency 
section with just over a minute lost by each, followed 
by KTM/Moose/Razee's Peter Tanner, Tech Tube's Bob 
White, Madore and Rick Claxton, with two points and 
change. 

With a few miles of tar roads to recover, the loop 
continued to a more traditional Cockaponset section, 
with a nasty little trail that weaves around a local air- 
port. A few tight and rocky miles, mixed in with some 








really fast double-track make for some quick going. 
Liberal amounts of throttle and high speeds kept 
most people close to running on time. A short one- 
tenth stretch of dirt road provided the opportunity to 
sneak back within your minute, if you had the nerve 
to hold it open. A lot of work to stay on time, only to 
land back at the start area with no check-out for the 
gas stop. 

Twenty minutes of reset were more than enough to 
get back on time and out the Known Control, to a 
repeat of the first few sections. Just like the first time 
through, all AA riders and quicker A riders dropped 
two points in the 1.6-mile section, followed by ones 
in the next 1.3 mile section. 





apts AS Ум IRA 
“о. А vc t els == RSS 


Clockwise from left: Tommy Norton took the win at 
the Black & Blue, Tom Farley is the undisputed 
Masters class champ for the year, and Senior A rider 
Bob Phelan wades through at the Cockaponset. 





The airport section was also repeated, again with no 
check-out at the end, but a left turn instead of a right 
towards the end of the section created a change of 
scenery. A five-minute rest at the gas available gave 
everyone the chance to get pumped up for the sand- 
pit. The sandpit is a MX-style section that weaves 
between the sand and some tight brush, and is a real 
blast. A sneaky check-in caught no one, and Tanner 
was the only man to zero the two-mile pit section. The 
rest of the top riders dropped one each. 

A few miles of road and an inconspicuous check-in 
followed. The section began with some fast double- 
track trail and a big surprise with another check just 
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Equal time for writers: TR contributor Joe 
McLaughlin parts the mud at the Black & Blue. 





four-tenths after the check-in! Luckily the check was 
visible enough to allow everyone to scrub off some 
time. The second check-in was followed by four fun 
miles of trail, including a tricky downhill power line. 
Norton smoked through the fast section, dropping no 
points, followed by Neff, Cayer and Madore with one 
point apiece. 

The final section was a short two-mile run, but 
proved to be a handful. Madore was the fastest 
through the section at 2:32, followed by Cayer, 
Claxton and Neff, all within 15 seconds of Madore. 
Norton eliminated himself from his shot at the overall 
win by snoozing at the reset before the final section’s 
check-in, losing three minutes. 

Scoring took a fair amount of time, but once tallied, 
Cayer stood atop the field with eleven, followed by | : 
Neff's eleven and Madore's 12. CRE/E-Line's Raffi Н Я х, IE 
Peterson nailed down High Point A with 13 and d à Ei a SD 
Anthony Fabiano took top B honors with 21. Donald A^ A - S 
Marcotte piloted his Husky to C High Point with 31. * 3 
Ernie Mellor earned his first win in the Super Senior 
class, and Bev Simcock captured her second win of 
the season in the Women’s class. Tom Farley contin- 
ued his total domination of the Master’s class, with his 
seventh win of the year. 

Once again, the Cockaponset proved to be challeng- 
ing enough to satisfy the AA and A riders, while inflict- 
ing minimal damage on the B and C class riders. 
Helmets off to trail boss Steve Brown and the rest of 
the SRCR for putting together 72 ground miles of rip- 
roaring fun! 


Black & Blue Enduro 

Round 10 (Final) West Stafford, CT 11/7/99 
om Norton has been riding as fast as anyone every 
time he rode an enduro this year. For various rea- 

sons, mechanical gremlins and a few mental errors 

have kept him from taking an overall win. With only 

one round remaining, Norton wanted to make sure he 

would get his day in the sun. 

The final round of the 1999 NETRA Enduro Series 
will go down in history as the day Tommy finally put it 
all together. The Yamaha, Valley Motor Sports, C- 
Cycle, IMS, RPM, Tech Tubes, Artco, Scott Goggles, 
Kevin’s Cycle, Dugas Engineering-sponsored Norton 
battled KTM-mounted Darrel Szlachetka for the win all 
day long, as the two riders separated themselves from 
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When photographer Mike Bernier isn’t shooting, he’s 
chasing the elusive High Point C trophy. 


the field very early on. Both posted fastest scores in 
each of the seven sections, with Norton coming out on 
top in the last two sections. Norton nailed it down in 
the second-to-last section, an MX-style grass track, 
dropping only one point to Darrell’s three. These two 
points gave Tommy all he needed, as his seven-point 
card easily beat Darrell’s nine. 

“| kind of took it easy today, because there were so 
many leaves,” stated Norton. “I didn’t make any stu- 
pid mistakes all day, and never went down. I'm finally 








Cockaponset Enduro 1. Bill Sironen KTM 19 
Class Results 2. Bill Drummy — Hon 24 
Overall High Point 3. Austin Jalbert Hon 27 
Jason Cayer KTM 11 А Four-Stroke 

A High Point 1. Jim Simcock 32 

Raffi Peterson CRE13 =A Vet 

B High Point 1. Jim Mitchell Hon 16 
Anthony Fabiano KTM 20 2. Geoff Wurlitzer Hon 18 
C High Point 3. Fred Goldberg Hon 18 
Donald Marcotte Hus 31 A Senior 

AA 1. Jim Price Yam 18 
1. Hans Neff КТМ 11 2. Irving Witkop КТМ 23 
2. Jerry Madore Yam 12 3. Bob Foster Hon 24 
3. Tom Norton Yam 13 B Bantam 

A Bantam 1. Dan Collins KTM 21 
1. Darrell Szlachetka 2. Mark BeauregardKTM 27 
KTM 15 3. Mike Kaminski KTM 28 
2. Jerry Randall Yam 15 — B Light 

3. Kevin Howley КТМ 19 1. Scott Hoginski CRE 22 
A Light 2. Jim Copeland КТМ 24 
1. Paul Milliken КТМ 14 3. Ryan Brown Suz 24 
2. Mike Nash CRE14 В Heavy 

3. John Cordoza KTM 21 1. Layne Dutlinger КТМ 29 
A Heavy 2. Doug Simone KTM 29 








3. Jim Royce KTM 29 Alex Ernest KTM 37 
B Four-Stroke C Four-Stroke 

1. Jim Green Kaw 26 1. Chris Coribel Hon 48 
2. Rick Sagun Hon 29 2. Craig Bevington Hon 51 
3. Eric DeGray Hon 70 3. Brian Clyne Hon 53 
B Vet C Vet 

1. Ron Smith CRE 20 1. David Gargiulo KTM 36 
2. Alan Ross Hon 25 2. Gene Howe Suz 38 
3. Jeff Cote KTM 27 3. Anthony Calabro Suz 38 
B Senior C Senior 

1. Jeff Grant Kaw 25 1. Doug Morrison KTM 39 
2. Steve Zdon KTM 29 2. Bob Drapcho Kaw 42 
3. Ed Manley Yam 36 3. Mike Bernier KTM 47 
C Bantam Super Senior 

1. Brian Crysler Kaw 33 1. Ernie Mellor KTM 32 
2. Scott Lussier KTM40 2. Gordon Razee Hon 39 
3. Paul Lussier KTM 45 3. Dave Mathison Hus 51 
C Light Masters 

1. Peter Belanger КТМ 39 1. Tom Farley CRE 59 
2. Ted Bowyer Suz 42 Women 

3. Don Quinn Kaw 49 1. Bev Simcock Yam ck.4 
C Heavy 2. Lynne Singer KTM ck.2 
1. Scott Donahue Suz 31 


2. Robert Limmer KTM 32 





figuring out the timekeeping, and my WatchDog com- 
puter is making my life a little easier,” he added. 

Sun and cool temperatures set the stage for the 
1999 running of the CT Ramblers’ Black & Blue 
Enduro. After wrapping up the enduro championship 
two rounds earlier, KTM/Moose/Razee’s Hans Neff 
was out of action today, earning his work credit to 
make his title official. Szlachetka was certainly a 
favorite today, as this is his home turf, while Norton’s 
speed always makes him a potential front-runner. 

CT Ramblers’ trail bosses, Dean Olsen and Bob 
Kamay, laid out a truly awesome 65 ground-mile 
course, much easier than Black & Blues of the past. 
Since the club’s earlier enduro (the Somers Run) was 
more challenging than usual, they decided to make 
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things really fun and a bit shorter than a typical Black 
& Blue. One big change was the decision to use the 
“grass track” normally used during their spring event. 
Usually a slippery affair, the grass track was pure 
heaven today, with perfect soil and beautiful berms to 
give that slot-car track effect. 

With each section having a check in and out, every- 
one was on equal footing. The first section was an 
easy zero for all of the AA and quicker A riders, with 
the rest of the A field losing only a point or two. The 
next section would prove to be slightly more of a chal- 
lenge, with Szlachetka and Norton both dropping one, 
compared to the two’s of the rest of the A class speed- 
sters. 

The section that followed was the first special test 
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Black & Blue Enduro 2. T. Murphy Hus 65 
Class Results A Vet 

Tom Norton Yam 7 1. Richard SeymourHon 13 
Overall High Point 2. Jim Mitchell Hon 13 
Darrell Szlachetka KTM 9 3. Sam Fischer CRE 16 
High Point A 4. Geoff Wurlitzer Hon 16 
T. Baker Yam 14 5. Dave Kelley Hon 19 
High Point B A Senior 

Jim Egan KTM 27 1. Duncan Broatch KTM 44 
High Point C 2. Roger Rodrigue KTM 19 
AA 3. Irwin Witkop KTM 21 
1. Jerry Madore Yam 11 4. Bob Foster Hon 22 
2. Rick Claxton Hon 12 5. Вор Edwards КТМ 22 
3. Peter Tanner КТМ 14 В Bantam 

A Bantam 1. Corey Borovicka KTM 17 
1. Mike Peristere Yam 12 2. Anthony Fabiano KTM 17 
2. Jerry Randall Yam 13 3. Robert Bogle Yam 23 
3. Kevin Howley KTM 13 4. Bob Stadig Kaw 26 
4. Joe McLaughlin Kaw 24 5. Mike Kaminski КТМ 28 
5. Martin Griff Yam 25 B Light 

A Light 1. Ryan Brown Suz 21 
1. Paul Milliken КТМ 13 2.E. Dahl Kaw 23 
2.Shawn Mason Yam 14 3. С. Andrews Hon 27 
3. Mike Nash CRE 16 4. John DeSimone ATK 33 
4. Mike Haas Gas 17 5. Scott Harrington Gas 39 
5. Paul Courville ^ Yam 18 В Heavy 

A Heavy 1. P. Armstrong Hon 19 
1. Bill Sironen KTM 14 2. D. Walter KTM 25 
2. Austin Jalbert Hon 16 3. Jim Royce KTM 26 
A Four-Stroke 4. Layne Dutlinger KTM 29 
1. 0. Dutra Hon 32 5. Dan Hayes KTM 31 


B Four-Stroke 1. С. А. Ernst КТМ 40 
1. Rick Sagun Hon 22 2.5. Tanzella KTM 42 
2. Jim Green Kaw 25 3. В. Cloney KTM 46 
3. David Oram Yam 30 4. Е Kaess Hus 48 

4. А. Goodale Kaw 38 5. В. Armstrong КТМ 52 
5. Ейс Оебгау Hon 47 С Four-Stroke 

В Vet 1. А. Wyzykowski Hon 37 
1. G. Diedrich Hon20 2. В. Pagano Hon 39 
2. Jeff Cote КТМ 20 З.Р. Rossi Hon 46 
3. P. Darezzo Suz 20 4. T. Litke Yam 49 
4. R. Royce КТМ 25 5. В. Gagnon Ноп 52 
5.J. D. Simmons КТМ 25 C Vet 

В Senior 1.1. Collins КТМ 30 
1. Jeff Grant Kaw 20 2. G. Howe Suz 32 

2. Steve Zdon KTM 23 3. М. Kearns KTM 36 
3. R. Pratt Кам 25 4. Р. Koehler Kaw 38 
4. R. Waters Kaw 27 5. В. Gamache KTM 38 
5. K. Corbeil KTM 28 С Senior 

C Bantam 1. 0. Smith КТМ 38 
1. P. Kelly Yam 28 2. М. Bernier KTM 38 
2. 5. Lussier KTM 32 3. В. Drapcho Kaw 38 
3. В. Crysler Kaw 33 4. С. Kennedy Suz 42 

4. J. Parker KTM 36 5. M. Ceravolo Kaw 45 
5. R. Costa Yam 37 Super Senior 

C Light 1. Keith Goodell CRE 32 
1. Frank Frey КХЕ 35 2. Dave Mathison Низ 37 
2. P. Belanger KTM 37 3. Gordon Razee Hon 37 
3. Т. Вомуег Suz 42 Masters 

4. №. Noble Кам 43 1. Tom Farley СВЕ 37 
5. J. Walsh Hon52 Women 

C Heavy 1. Dawn Silvia Kaw 54 








for the day. Szlachetka squeaked through the fast loop 
with 0:59 and took the lead. Lightweight A class leader 
Paul Milliken wished he could’ve made-up two sec- 
onds somewhere, crossing the flags at 1:01, followed 
by Mike Haas (1:07), and Mike Nash (1:08). Since it 
was only about 24 miles to the gas stop, it was easy 
to get back on time, and even rest a bit at the 25- 
minute reset. 

A known control began the fourth section of the day, 
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which was another easy zero for the majority of AA 
and A riders. A long section followed and provided a 
wide variety of terrain. Rocks, mud and a few hills, 
mixed in with some faster double-track trails made for 
some fun riding, but 24 mph was out of reach for 
everyone. Norton, Szlachetka and CRE/E-Line's Raffi 
Peterson set the pace with three apiece. 

Six miles of road made it brisk before heading over 
to the grass track section. Upon entering the field, 
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were 15 to 20 degrees, four to six inches of snow, and frozen 
puddles everywhere. The Cheng Shins were sure-footed and confi- 
dence inspiring everywhere on the course. We've ridden Friction 
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them and the cheaper tires.... Overall, what did we think? These 

tires are winners! Now you can get a new set of studs at a bud- 
get price, and know that the quality is right up there with the 
high-priced spread." -Bossman, Trail Rider Magazine, June 1995. 





there was no check-in at the even minute, but a 
sneaky check was found at four tenths in. Experience 
must have paid off here, since only a small handful of 
A and B riders got caught, while a host of C riders ran 
too hot. The grass track section could not have been 
better. Running it in reverse of what is traditionally 
used in the club's spring event made for a nice 
change, too. Fast trails mixed in between grass trails 
kept the fun meter pegged at 10. At the end of the 
loop, Norton had used his Championship-winning 
hare scrambles experience to flat-out smoke the field. 
His one-point score beat the twos of Shawn Mason 
and Raffi Peterson. 

The final section gave Norton the chance to drive in 
the last nail, posting the fastest time through the "rock 
garden" special test section with 1:24. Szlachetka was 
second with 2:12. Norton attributed his better riding in 
the second half of the day to a rather wise decision. "I 
started the day on minute 6 and came into the gas 
stop on 13," Norton said. "| went back out of the 
known control on 13, figuring the trail would be a lit- 
tle more visible if seven more minutes worth of riders 
were blowing the leaves off." The move obviously paid 
off, since Tommy was able to let it hang out a little 
more in the last two sections. 

Darrell Szlachetka's fine riding earned him second 
overall and High Point A. High Point B went to 
Lightweight class rider T. Baker, and J. Egan cruised in 
to High Point C. Super Senior rider Keith Goodell 
added yet another win to his credit, while Tom Farley 
officially swept the Masters class. Dawn Silvia rode 
uncontested for the Women's class win. 

The 1999 NETRA enduro season has come to an 
end, and the Black & Blue was a great way to wrap 
things up. A tip of the helmet goes to the Connecticut 
Ramblers for putting together an event that made 
everyone smile! # 
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Leroy Winters Memorial 
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Being there is all the fun! 
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Cass, Arkansas 10/1-3 

М" ISDT Reunion organizer Leroy Winters 

passed away earlier this year, off-road motorcy- 

Cling lost a true legend. This year’s ride was dedicated 

to Leroy, who was also inducted into the AMA 

Motorcycling Hall of Fame this year. A number of ISDT 

veterans returned in addition to many new faces, all to 

pay tribute a great competitor and keep the spirit of a 
great sport alive. 

The bikes started rolling into the parc ferme on 
Friday afternoon and, as in year’s past, the vintage 
bikes were wonderful to look at and brought back 
many memories. Fully one quarter of the field was 
mounted on Pentons, perhaps in respect to Leroy, 
who was a member of the Penton ISDT team for sev- 
eral years. The usual variety of vintage iron made up 
the rest of the field with three beautiful examples of 
exotica attracting a lot of attention. Dave Mungenast 
left his Dalton Triumph home this year and brought 
instead his nicely restored Isle of Man ISDT Rokon. 
Vintage enthusiast Andre Ming rode a 1973 Jawa 250 
just like the Czechs used to win the Trophy at Dalton, 
and fellow enthusiast Job Carter rode a 1970 Sachs, 
complete with Earles forks. Both bikes looked as if 
they had just rolled off the showroom floor. 

The rider and spectator list was a Who's Who of for- 
mer Penton factory names. John Penton, patriarch of 
the dynasty, made his third appearance in as many 
years, as did Mike Lewis. Jack Penton and Doug 
Wilford attended for their second time each, and Dane 
Leimbach, Paul Danik and Fred Cameron rode for the 
first time. Former Husky ace Jake Fischer made his 
third Reunion Ride start, Dwight Rudder rode for his 
second in a row, and ISDT/ISDE iron man Jeff Fredette 
showed up for his first Reunion Ride on a 1985 
KDX200, to show everyone how it's still done. More 
than two dozen vintage enthusiasts also showed up to 
share the trails with these ISDT veterans. 

Guest of honor for the third year in a row was New 
Yorker Tommy McDermott. Tommy rode the 1949 
ISDT in Llandrindod Wells, Wales, and brought home 
the first ever gold medal for the United States. When 
asked why he decided to ride the Six Days, Tommy 
said it was a matter 
of weighing the 
chance to ride for 
Six full days against 
the chance to ride 
for one afternoon at 
the Isle of Man TT. 
Obviously the Six 
Days won out! 
Joining Tommy in 
the true veteran sta- 
tus was John 
Smith, who rode the 
‘64 Trial in Erfurt, 
Germany, alongside 
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Steve McQueen and the great Bud Ekins. John lament- 
ed that he was all but invisible in Six Days history. 
After all, with a common name like his it was hard to 
find notoriety with a movie star on the team! 

Larry Maiers of Speedvision returned once again 
and his TV coverage of the Reunion Ride should 
appear this winter. Larry gath- 
ered many valuable and nostalgic ml 
interviews with the veteran rid- | 
ers, many fond memories of 
organizer Leroy Winters, as well 
as action footage on the trail and 
during the grass track special 
tests. Two familiar faces were 
absent this year. The humble 
Preston Petty was unable to 
attend at the last moment, and № 
co-organizer Dick Mann had to 
stay home as well due to health 
problems. 

The Razorback Riders once 
again did the course layout work 
and the Tulsa Trail Riders provid- 
ed timing for the special tests, 
and scoring for the overall event. 





Top: Yes, it was 
dusty this year, so 
dusty that Jeff didn't 
bother to take any 
other racing shots. 
That's okay, this 
event isn't about 
racing, it's about 
great people who 
just happen to race. 
Left: An immaculate 
‘74 Jawa Six Days 
bike that was on dis- 
play for the event. 


A N N U A 


This year’s course was 98 percent dual-sportable, a 
concession to the shallow suspension of the pre-74 
class bikes. It was nearly impossible to lose trail 
points except by major mechanical failure, thus the 
Ride took on the air of more modern ISDE's, wherein 
the medal distribution is decided in the special tests 





Larry Maiers (left) and John 
Penton present Tommy 
McDermott, America's oldest 
ISDE rider, with the Bud Ekins 
Award. 


rather than on the trail. But this 
type of course made for an 
enjoyable ride, even for the less 
experienced riders on older 
machines. The hotshoes still 
had the opportunity to wick it up 
min the special tests and in the 
@ end there were plenty of smiles 
all around. 

Day One dawned clear and 
sunny. The Ozarks had been 
without rain nearly all summer 
and the trails were very dusty all weekend. Riders 
headed out three to a minute, and after an untimed lap 
around the grass track special test they headed out 
over some fire roads and single track trail to the first 
special test of the day, the terrain test. The first half of 
the two-mile long terrain test was tight, virgin trail that 
eventually dropped the competitors onto a fast 
fireroad complete with waterbar jumps to the check- 
out. Jeff Fredette set the pace for this and all subse- 
quent special tests. He was untouchable throughout 
the weekend. 

The remainder of the first day's course was a com- 
bination of trail work, logging roads and fire cuts, and 
gravel roads. Again, a mostly dual-sportable course 
ensured that nearly everyone finished and had a lot of 
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Dave Mungenast tries to take some of the weight off 


his kickstand, while he and Dane Leimbach wait for à Operated by 

the start of a special test. GARY NOBLE 

fun along the way. "A rider who knows what ridere want" 
The afternoon special tests consisted of an acceler- 

ation & braking test and a timed lap around the grass POWERSPORTS aus p Р ЯДА 
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results, accurate to a hundredth of a second. After 
completing the special tests, a consensus of riders 


weren't ready to call it a day and wanted more fun on 

the grass track. After a short intermission to reset the E N Е Е G Y | 
course markers and timing equipment, the grass track 3 Å и 
was гип опе more time in the opposite direction. Bikes Е А 

were then sent to the parc ferme and riders headed for 4 e jen EM Rak 
the showers to prepare for the banquet later that p Р på ‘with ProClean 1000 


evening. 

The awards banquet was held once again at the rus- 
tic Wiederkehr Winery with an ISDT-prepped 1974 
Zundapp 65125 serving as the backdrop for the cere- 
monies. Larry Maiers again did a yeoman's job as 
master of ceremonies and called every ISDT veteran in 
the crowd forward to recall the triumphs and heart- 
breaks they experienced in their Six Days careers. The 
tales ranged from Tommy McDermott's account of his 
ride in 1949 right up to Jeff Fredette who just finished 
his 19th Six Days this year. There were several stories 
about how "creative" riders and support personnel 
can be when faced with seemingly insurmountable 
problems. This concept would be put into action later 
in the competition on Day Two! 

Perhaps the most emotional part of the night was : em esi. 
when Dave Mungenast and John Penton recounted ! 9 your bike looking new. 
their years of ISDT competition alongside Leroy Concentrated: Dilute with water * Spray on, hose off. No scrubbing * No high-pressure washer 
Winters. Several times during the evening there was 
not a dry eye in the house. Leroy’s three daughters 
and two sons were all in attendance and told tales of 


Safe on paint, aluminum, chrome, plastic & rubber 


Call us for a free sample 1-888-882-3258 
www.proclean1000.com 
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Mungenast's Rokon Automatic Six Day bike. 


what it was like to grow up around the motorcycling 
family. John Penton told of how Leroy would often 
ride from Arkansas to national enduros with either his 
wife or one of the kids on the back of the bike, ride the 
enduro, and then get back on the bike and ride home. 
Sometimes his wife or one of the children would ride 
double with him in the enduro, competing in the 
buddy class! Many wonderful tales were shared about 
this tough competitor and it was a fitting tribute to one 
of motorcycling's great off-road riders. 

Special awards were handed out at the banquet, the 
Bud Ekins Pioneer award, the Al Eames award and, for 
the first time, the Razorback Riders Leroy Winters 
Memorial award. Tommy McDermott received the Bud 
Ekins Pioneer award for his 1949 Six Day gold medal 
in Wales. The Winters family gratefully accepted the Al 
Eames award which was given posthumously to Leroy 
Winters for his part in keeping the Six Days tradition 
alive. The Razorback Riders presented their Leroy 
Winters Memorial award to Dick "Bugsy" Mann who 





has also worked tirelessly to bring the Six Day 
Reunion Ride from concept to reality. 

John Sawatzky accepted the award on Bugsy's 
behalf and all present offered their prayers and 
thoughts on his behalf, in hopes that this fierce com- 
petitor will soon be back on the track where he 
belongs. 

Special guest Ed Youngblood, former executive 
director of the AMA and Trial Supervisor of the 1973 
Dalton ISDT, presented a preview of his upcoming 
book profiling John Penton and his key role in the 
development of the purpose-built off-road motorcy- 
cle. John Penton was instrumental in the off-road rev- 
olution of the 60's and 70's and the change from mod- 
ified street machines to true off-road bikes. Ed's book 
is due out in the spring and may be ordered through 
the Penton Owners Group. 

Day two of the Reunion Ride was again sunny and 
dry. Competitors were treated to a lap of the grass 
track and then several miles of bony hillclimb sections 
before reaching the 1.8 mile terrain test. This day's 
terrain test started like the previous day's test, with 
fresh cut virgin trail, but it never opened up. Instead 
the entire terrain test was composed of virgin trail and 
tight single track through the woods. This tightened 
up the time differential between the top riders some- 
what, but it was still Jeff Fredette who set the hot pace 
all day. Only 4 seconds off his pace, however, was 
Dane Leimbach, proving that the old guys still have 
what it takes! 

Sadly, Dane later became the only casualty of the 
weekend, breaking his collarbone in a get-off at speed. 
An intriguing bit of Six Days "creative problem-solv- 
ing" took place during the final grass track motos. 
Dane's arm mysteriously healed just long enough for 
him to ride his 5-lap moto....and shortly thereafter he 
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401/295-8837 * 401/8BH-ONDA 
FAX 401/294-7381 
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Today! 
Before 
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Kevin Hines: ‘95, ‘98 NETRA Champ 
Jason Cayer: ‘96, ‘97 NETRA Champ 
Hans Neff: ‘99 NETRA Champ 
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Paul Danik's Penton Berkshire 100 Six Day bike. 


was spotted with his arm again iced down in a sling! 
If only Scott Summers knew how to play the game as 
well when he broke his wrist in Tulsa! 

The 5-lap grass track motos were the highlight of 
the Reunion Ride for riders and spectators alike. In the 
first moto, Claude McElvain jumped out to an early 
lead over Steve VanZant's 1974 DT400. Claude's 
TT500 thumper ran like it was geared to run 100 and 
sounded oh so sweet when he had it cranked wide 
open down the straightaways. Early-70's Pentons, 
Huskies, Jawa and Sachs that completed the field in 
this moto and gave it a true air of authenticity. When 
the dust settled, however, McElvain's fast grass track 
times were not enough to edge VanZant's quicker 
times in the terrain test and the nod went to VanZant 
for first in class. 


HÆ Kawasaki 


Let the good times roll” 


Honda · Kawasaki - Yamaha 
1-800-RIDE-DMS 


2 mi. south of Dover, Delaware 


on U.S. Rt. 13 
www.ridedms.com 





The field in the second moto was comprised of the 
1975 to ‘81 non-ISDT riders and was a battle of the 
big bores. The field was dominated by open class 
bikes, including two 800cc BMW twins. The big two- 
strokes had the advantage though, with Rick Sims’ 
orange 1980 Can-Am 400 Qualifier setting fast time, 
followed closely by David Keith's IT-400. 

Everyone was waiting to see Jeff Fredette smoke the 
grass track and he didn't disappoint the crowd. He had 
his ‘85 KDX in the wind and when the checkered flag 
dropped he had stretched his lead out to nearly 50 
seconds over second place Fred Cameron on a '98 
KTM 250. The mysterious Dane Leimbach soldiered 
on (bearing a striking resemblance to Chris Carter!), 
finishing third a few seconds behind Cameron, and 
then retired to the pits to ice down his collarbone 
again! 

Perhaps the best handlebar-to-handlebar duel took Carbon Fiber Pipe Guards, Clutch Cover Guards, 
place in the final moto of the day. Leroy Winters’ | Skid Plates, Fork Protectors, Chain Guides for 


eldest son, Mike, wrung his Suzuki DR out in a fight to ; А 
the finish with KTM-mounted John Dean. They fought | Kawasaki, KTM, Yamaha, Suzuki, Honda, ТМ, 


а nip and tuck battle for five laps before Dean finally | Husaberg, and Gas-Gas 


The Best Off Road Accessories for Ever Bike! 


В OUE At the very SU ra NOOR UG Lighting Coil Ignitions for Kawasaki, Yamaha, “ЛЫЙ Spectacle Pond Terrace 
checkered flag with just inches to spare. = Иова 
At the medal giving ceremony, Larry Maiers was | Suzuki and Honda, 100w X 2 output f i : 


Ph: 508-295-0812 - Fax: 508-291-2605 


presented with an honorary gold medal for his su- | paroi Forks and Tecnosel products available ED Com 


port of the Reunion Ride through Speedvision. 
Tommy McDermott likewise received an honorary 
gold medal as his presence at all three Reunions has 
added a true element of history to the event. Tommy 
then presented gold, silver and bronze medals to the 





«Join the team! 


grateful competitors. = m 
Lastly, John Penton was called forth to present the : Larry Roeseler Signature Series 
team awards. New this year, three rider teams com- > | by Progressive Suspension 


peted with the only stipulation being that at least one 


of the riders must use a “Classic” pre-75 machine. The Larry Roeseler Signature Series 420 shocks and 


progressive rate fork springs have been "dialed-in” by 


The team trophies ware actually Some of Leroy Larry Roeseler for each application. Install Signature 
Winters trophies from years ago, still bearing their Series shock and fork springs, it'll be like 


original engraving along with engraving commemo- /7 t FoF * having your bike set up by a pro! 


rating the Reunion Ride. Mr. Penton delivered yet sal Le А 
Isn't it time you 


another emotional discourse on how in spite of the 

many trophies he had won over the years, these team joined the team? 

trophies of Leroy's were far more special. In respect to с I 3 

his former boss and mentor, Paul Danik immediately * = t£ å 11129 G Ave., Hesperia, CA 92345 USA 

handed his team trophy over to a teary-eyed John Pia 5 y^ { " | E-mail: info@progressivesuspension.com 

Penton, stating that he deserved it for his many con- “> Web site: www.progressivesuspension.com 

tributions to the off-road world. ALIS ic 
The ISDT Reunion Ride-Leroy Winters Memorial 

continues to be a living history tribute to the many tal- a а 

ented riders who have represented the United States idtown —-— 5 

at the ISDT and ISDE. It is a fun and relaxing weekend ш 

for ISDT veterans and vintage motorcycle enthusiasts РОСИИ  Wusqvama 

alike. Held in Arkansas the past three years, there has a 

been some talk of moving the event to a new location awasak 

in an attempt to draw more Six Days veterans out of ü 

the woodwork. In future years the event may rotate 

between several venues; this remains to be seen. 1 

Wherever the Ride is held, however, it will always owe 2000 KX 5 KDX 5 KLX Ava i la b | е N OW ! 

its existence to two fine competitors, Leroy Winters 

and Dick Mann, to the Winters family and to the 


Razorback Riders. Without their tireless efforts, the New England's Newest 
Reunion Ride would not exist. 
Postscript: If you have any interest at all in the ISDT © C AN N 0 N D ALE 





PRODUCTS 


or ISDE, you owe it to yourself to attend this event. 

You cannot measure the internal joy and satisfaction D e a | е r | 

you'll get from being а part of it. Vintage bikes are pre- " 

ferred, but there are classes for modern machines as j j 

well. Next year just don't think about coming...do it! cannondale Now Takin g De posi ts 0 n 
It's not quite the same as going to the Six Days in The Hot New 4-Stroke! 
Czechoslovakia or Italy or the Isle of Man, but it's as 


close as you'll come until America hosts another Six 1864 Silas Deane Hi hwa 
Days on apis t Rocky Hill, CT ш: у (860 ) 121 -01 93 


UPS SERVICE NATIONWIDE • GIANT PARTS WAREHOUSE 
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SETRA Enduro Series 
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By Kenneth King 





While some of us freeze, the SETRA enduro season is cranking into overdrive 


Brown Mountain Lights 
Round 3 Morganton, NC 10/3 
irginia’s Stephen Edmondson (Valley Kawasaki 
Motosports & More, Woods Heating and air, 
Maier, FMF, Factory Connection, Pirelli ) claimed vic- 
tory at SETRA round three, the Brown Mountain 
Lights enduro. "It was a fun race, kind of different, lots 
of big rocks," said Edmondson. He would take the win 
with a 15,0ne point over two of SETRA's top AA's. 

Edmondson has shaken things up in the SETRA 
ranks, and that infusion of "new blood" has lit a fire 
under the regular crowd. Kawasaki mounted Rod 
Stuckey put in an excellent ride at Brown Mt., espe- 
cially considering that the converted motocrosser 
turned hare scrambles rider hasn't ridden that many 
enduros. He claimed second overall with a 16, just a 
point shy of that elusive top spot. "I had a real good 
ride, a lot of fun. | had few problems here and there, 
but overall things went well." said Stuckey. KTM's 
Allen Gravitt (KTM, MSR, Bridgestone) posted good 
scores only to come up shy by a point, tying Stuckey 
with a 16. Then, coming up short on the tie breakers, 
he would settle for third overall. “The race was a little 
short, but it was the best Brown Mountain | can 
remember. It's usually raining or something up here,” 
said Gravitt. 

As far as enduros go, this was a short race. Less 
than 50 miles long, but we all know size don't mat- 
ter, and it was long and tough enough to claim a 
bunch of points from the top dogs. Any longer and 
the C riders and some of us old guys would have been 
dying out in those hills. It was tough. The race is held 
in an ORV park in the hills of North Carolina. It is a 
beautiful place to ride, the view from the mountain top 
is incredible. When you are racing, you just don't get 
to stop and look at the scenery. Not on purpose, any- 
Way. 

Brown Mountain is a very tricky place to ride. 
Endless patches of exposed roots, lots of rocks, and 
ah yes, those lovely water bars (all those jumps for the 
uninformed). This make for a very challenging race. 
Luckily the weather was perfect. | hear it is close to 
treacherous when it rains. 

A tricky access road was used to get to the first sec- 
tion. It was rocky and rutted and you dared not miss 
a turn...it was a long way down. The first section was 
6 miles long. It started very tight and twisty, while also 
rutted out and littered with roots and rocks, and most 
were on an off camber. It was a tough first section. 
Edmondson posted a 2:14 "| bent my shifter in the 
first section, and got stuck in third gear. | came up to 
a hill riders were all stuck on, | had some trouble get- 
ting around them and crashed. Then the magnet for 
my computer came off. | had my share of problems in 
that first section.” Stuckey managed a 2:21 and 
Gravitt a 2:28. “I had a pretty good ride in the first 
trail. The way my arms pump up, | felt pretty good | 
managed to stay with everybody." said Gravitt. 
Kawasaki mounted Daniel Morrison finished the sec- 
tion with a 2:38 and Team Green rider Tommy Veator 
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The proud overall winner of the Orange State 
enduro, Allen Gravitt. 


dropped а 2:51. Michael Grizzle, on his big Husaberg, 
had a bit of trouble and dropped 3:28. “| was going 
good, but the trail was tricky and | had some trouble 
passing a few riders, and it cost me a point,” said Griz. 
The second section of trail was longer, and just as 
tricky. It inched along the side of the mountain, slow- 
ly descending towards the gas stop. The club fooled 
quite a few riders with no going-in check. Riders 
crept along to each possible, expecting a check. 
Stuckey poured on the gas and dropped the low score 
with a 5:51, followed by Gravitt with а 6:01. “1 made 
some mistakes in section two, took some bad lines on 
some bottlenecks and came into the check with an 
01," said Gravitt. Edmondson went through with a 
6:08 and Morrison posted a 6:23, then Veator with a 
6:57. Grizzle would drop a 7:12. “I bent my shifter 
back at a reset before sec- 
tion two. | didn't have my 
computer and | thought ! 
was riding too fast. I knew I kag 
would be early. As it turned å 
out I was six minutes late at 
the check. I could have gone 
faster,” said Edmondson. A 
nice break was given at the 
gas then on to the start of | 
the third section. P" 
Section three was a short 
seven miles. The trail carried 
you back up the mountain, 
loaded with off-cambers and 
numerous water bars. The 
trail meandered through 
large rocks in spots, and if Ё 
you had time to stop, the 
view was spectacular. 
Edmondson won the race in 


this section, posting a two point loss to everyone 
else's three. "It just wasn't my day on the checks, | got 
behind some riders that | had trouble getting around, 
and came into the check with a 00,” said Gravitt. 

Section four was perhaps the most fun, and possi- 
bly the most difficult of the race. Nine miles long, it 
was covered with huge clumps of exposed roots. It 
was fast in places, but for the most part rather tight 
and technical. Once again, some tricky check place- 
ment caused some late and early points. The going-in 
check was well into the trail. After several missed pos- 
sible-check locations, some riders assumed it to be 
like check two, no check in. They got fooled and got 
hot points. Others just got tied up in the tight trail and 
came in late to the check-in. Either way it was good 
check placement. Gravitt and Edmondson were the 
only riders to drop a five in the section. "The last sec- 
tion was a lot different than the others, | thought it 
was the most fun of the day. | just tried to ride smooth 
and keep my speed up,” said Edmondson.” “| feel | 
had my best ride in the last section, me and 
Edmondson were the only ones with a 5, so | felt pret- 
ty good about that,” said Gravitt. Stuckey and 
Morrison dropped 6, Veator seven, and Grizzle eight. 
And it's on to the next event. ... 


Orange State Enduro 
Round 4, Brooksville, FL 10/10 
M's Allen Gravitt took home his first win of the 
eason at the Orange State enduro, in what could 
only be described as a perfect day of racing. Gravitt 
dropped eight points to take the victory over current 
Florida Trail Riders enduro champion Ashley Brewer, 
who finished the day one point back with a nine. Team 
Green rider Tommy Veator dropped 13 for third. 

The Suncoast trail riders promoted the Orange 
State. The race is dual sanctioned with the Florida Trail 
Riders and SETRA. It’s a first class race, and five time 
FTR Enduro Of The Year winner. It’s held on the out- 
skirts of the Croome ORV park, way down in 





Brooksville, Florida. The trail goes from sandy to 


rocky to rooty to hilly, something you would never B RO М LEY C YC LE 5 UZ U К I - KTM 


expect from a Florida race. The trails weren't whooped 


out as they are in most sand races, and there were 
close to 70 miles of trail with NO ROADS. Usually it's TREVOSE, PA 


ither hot i both at this enduro. Thi th 

wodthat was gorgecus. Tepe’ ie 806, nat ino Your Off-Road Headquarters 

humid, and dust f diti the trail made f 

atotaly enjoyable | PROUD SPONSOR OF RICHARD AND JACK LAFFERTY 
The club placed 10 checkpoints throughout the NOW TAKING ORDERS FOR YEAR 2000 MODELS!! 


course. Not all were check-in/check-out as most 


SETRA riders are accustomed to, but they seemed 
well placed. At the far corner of the off road park, rid- UPS BROMLEY MOTORCYCLE SALES FINANCING 
ers exited through a gate and went right into the trail. DAILY 635 SOMERS AVE. * TREVOSE, PA 19053 AVAILABLE 
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Rodney Smith ° W.E.R. Steering Damper 


Championship Performance! 
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Ashley Brewer was second overall, first AA at the 
Orange State enduro. 


The first check came at mile 4.4 and was basically a 
check-in to eight miles of trail. All the AA’s zeroed it 
with the exception of KTM rider Doug Masencup and 
Veator, both burned it for two hot points. 

The following trail was tight, and had the distinction 
of being called "snake city." There was a big Beware 
Of Snakes notation written on the route sheet. I'm 
sure this bumped up the speeds a bit. The trail also å N 
contained probably the toughest obstacle of the day, “SA \ 
a small mound of dirt covered with slick palmetto E 
roots. This gave riders fits. Bikes were strewn all 


SER _ : "x à E Ч 
along the small hill and they created an obstacle for S Congratu йїп! NS | 
N А 
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the AA’s. Masencup was опе АА rider who got tangled М. - 
in the mess. “Bikes were everywhere. | tried to go S$ Rodney! 
around but somehow ended upside down and under 

: : . ON YOUR „= VEN 
the bike. | got around the bottleneck 

ike. | got around the bo eneck, but it cost me SECOND CONSECUTIV > 
four points at the next check,” said Masencup. Gravitt GNCC CHAMPIONSH E 
had no problems, and along with Veator managed to x IP 


finish the section with a two. “I came into the check 
on ап ‘01.’ | figured that pretty much cost me the race. 
Then | found out Tommy (Veator) was the only rider to 
drop a two, and | knew he burned the going-in check. 
| got lucky there and just tried to ride smooth and 
careful the rest of the way,” said Gravitt. 

The check crew easily won the best dressed award, 
or maybe the least dressed. All women, and all in biki- 
nis. There were a lot of smiling riders at the next reset. 
It was on to check three. An easy zero for the AAS , 
but claimed points from most everyone else. Check 


four at the 28 mile mark claimed a point from Gravitt, А . A Neer Р 
а Models available for all dirt bikes ° Same day shipping! • (908)637-6385 
whooped as you'd think. Really fun stuff. From open LAS • #1 Jenny Jump Ave., * Great Meadows, NJ 07838 
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Clint Johnson was second Senior A in the Orange 
State enduro. 


trail to back in the woods. Check 5 was the gas stop 
and a known control. Easy zero for the fast guys, 
points taker for the lower class riders. 

After the gas the flavor of the race changed. It was 
time to get into the limestone pit. The first 11 miles 
of trail meandered up and down the sides of the pit, 
well overgrown for many years. Exposed roots, good 
sized rocks—youu'd think you were anywhere but 
Florida. It was a slick, nasty trail that claimed more 
points than any other in the race. Brewer and Gravitt 
found it to their liking and dropped a four, Masencup 
and Veator a five. “I got lost a couple of times in the 
section after the gas, maybe some arrows got torn 
down. It happens, it may have cost me some time. | 
know | went into this one clay pit two times." said 
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Brown Mountain Enduro 
Class Results 
Stephen Edmondson 
Overall Champion 
200A 

1. Travis Hayes 22 

2. Martin Pruett 22 

3. Wesley Miller 24 

4. Scott Mount 26 
250A 

1. Mike Douglas 23 

2. Lee Stephens 26 
Open A 

1. Mitch McRee 23 

2. Larry Griffin 25 

3. Chris Doran 27 

4. Steve Hardeman 28 
5. Tony Parker 31 
Four Stroke A 

1. Jeff Harris 21 

2. Glenn Holcomb 23 
3. Jim Sparrow 23 

4. Paul McColl 25 

5. Richard Paxton 25 
200 B 

1. Dusty Tindell 22 

2. Sam Nelson 32 

3. Mark Hutchinson 34 
4. Mathew Gillard 44 
250 B 

1.Eric Rentschler 25 
2. lvan Haynes 25 

3. Blair Jackson 27 

4. Ari Relford 29 

5. Wes Vinyard 28 
Open B 

1. Heath Henderson 27 


2. Pooner Powell 29 
3. Mel Smith 30 

4. Ladd Sanders 33 
5. Eddie Royals 34 
Four Stroke B 

1. Phillip Sims 22 

2. Chase Furnas 25 
3. Nik Johnson 29 

4. Aaron Major 30 

5. Dwight Sutphin 36 
200 C 

1. Jamie James 31 

2. Mike Fraser 35 

3. Steve Alley 37 

4. Greg Armour 40 

5. Greg Darnell 42 
250 C 

1. Jeff Queen 37 

2. Dan Lane 42 

3. Mark Shrout 44 

4. Pete Berry 46 

5. Mario Giacomozzi 86 
Ореп С 

1. Johnny Coggins 28 
2. Scott Presnell 33 
3. Darrell Gaskins 34 
4. Paul Girard 42 

5. Dan Sampson 53 
Four Stroke С 

1. Johnny Thomas 33 
2. Rob Mielke 34 

3. Kurt Selkinghaus 35 
4. Allen Young 38 

5. Duane Tucker 43 
Vet A 

1. Terrell Holloway 26 
2. Kim Watson 26 





Gravitt. 


A check-in at 72 miles still had riders in the “pit. 


” 


They finally saw sand again at check nine at 82 miles. 
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3. Jeff Burchfiel 27 
4. Richard Morabito 30 
Vet В 

1. John Carver 30 

2. Tim Akins 31 

3. Clint Johnson 37 
4. Jim Green 40 

5. George Tolson 42 
Vet б 

1. Creed Hashe 36 

2. Jess Conway 36 
3. John Wilson 38 

4. Denny Liegerot 40 
5. John Fisher 40 
Senior А 

1. Terry Hughes 20 
2. Danny Morrison 25 
3. Stan Ghantt 30 

4. Phil Ellis 30 
5.Ricky Dennis 36 
Senior B 

1. Phillip Doyle 27 

2. Greg Tindell 29 

3. Frank Shoenbeck 30 
4. Steven Lewis 33 
5. Lee Hermansen 35 
Senior C 

1. Anthony Lewis 41 
2. Perry Gibbons 43 
3. JohnParker 43 

4. JohnWest 45 

5. George Guy 51 
Super Senior A 

1. Robert Neeley 23 
2. Gil Griggs 29 

3. Barry Lee 32 

4. Lewis Smith 34 


Once again it was a Brewer/Gravitt tie, both with a 
one. Veator and Masencup settled for a 3. The race 


Super Senior B 

1. Richard Shipner 37 
2. Gary Bishop 51 
Super Senior C 

1. Steve Strange 41 

2. Fisher Campbell 48 
3. Stuar Bradow 52 

4. William Durham 52 
5. Jerry Dupuy 113 
Master A 

1. Jim Ford 37 

2. Bruce Triplett 40 

3. Ron Hale 43 
Master B 

1. Michael Thompson 38 
2. Steve Stirewalt 39 
3. Joe VanSeeters 41 
4. Bill Watkins 41 
Master C 

1. Kenny Hardee 41 

2. Sonny Roberts 48 
3. Sam Shaw 54 

4. Ken Kasel 80 

5. Paul McDonald 83 
Golden Master 

1. James Bransford 45 
2. Jim Armitage 46 

3. Paul:Richardson 58 
4. Dick Warren 75 

5. Marvin York 125 
Dual Sport 

1. Greg Gibson 31 

2. Robert Kent 71 
Women 

1. Karen Nelson 59 
Class 66 

1. Thomas Barr 241 





was over except for the 10 mile section to the park. 


NEW KTM TALL FOAMS AND COVERS 
FOAMS $59.95 COVERS $64.95 


NEW LIGHT WEIGHT 
KTM SKIDPLATE $62.95 
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Orange State Enduro 
Class Results 

Allen Gravitt 

Overall High Point 
AA 

1. Ashley Brewer 

2. Tommy Veator 
250A 

1. Russell Epley 


2. Eddie Royals 26 

3. Forrest Hardeman 31 
250C 

1. Jeff Queen 30 

2. Craig Broomberg 32 
3. Hugh Moore 38 

4. Tony Newman 43 
200 C 

1. Steve Alley 41 





3. Frank Erickson 40 
Vet B 

1. George Edwards 27 
2. John Nutt 31 

3. Steve Kantarjian 33 
Vet C 

1. Jess Conway 34 

2. Denny Liegerot 44 
3. John Fisher 57 


1. Lloyd Widener 26 
2. Joe VanSeeters 42 
3. John Watts 53 
Master B: 

1. Wayne Meradith 58 
2. Gates Pelletier 68 
3. Jack Terrell 170 
Master C 

1. Sonny Roberts 62 


YOUR 
PARTS & ACCESSORIES 


HOTLINE 


1-800-276-2036 


You can't beat our prices! 


2. Don Baxley 2. Robert Ingram 52 4. Scott Lee 52 2. Buddy Gaillard 88 
3. Lee Stephens 3. Tyler Coody 66 Senior A 3. Kenny Hardee 89 
200A 125 С 1. Stan Ghantt 23 Golden Master 


1. Travis Hayes 1. Debbie Brodrick 35 2. Clint Johnson 27 1. Dick Smith 60 о 
2. Scott Mount 2. Terry Drew 65 3. Gary Williams 28 2. Fred Hammond 60 Q 

3. Lee Daley Open C Senior B 3. Joe Haley 64 
Open A 1. Wade Walker 39 1. Kenneth King 24 Vintage 

1. Mitch McRee 2. David Harbin 40 2. John Strange 29 1. Dave Arnett 


Su 
K 


2. Larry Griffin 3. Scott Presnell 57 3. Greg Tindell 31 Super Vintage 

3. Steve Hardeman Four Stroke A Senior C 1. Kevin Hodge 
250B 1. Geoffe Poole 28 1. Donnie Kirby 51 2. Eric Harrison 
1. Scott Spittle 2. Frank Anello 2. Harry Masters 52 3. Dorsey Bennett 
2. Ivan Haynes 3. Cliff Evans 33 3. Ray Wilson 73 Sportsman 0-200 
3. Carl Brown Four Stroke B Super Senior A 1. Jerry Knotts 
200B 1. Aaron Major 19 1. Mike Shank 26 2. Dale Wilcox 


1. Michael Cox 21 
2. Sean Wallace 25 3. Robbie Brantley 36 

3. Steve Lewis 26 Four Stroke C 

125B 1. Chris Johnson 41 

1. John Franklin 35 2. Duanne Wellington 62 
2. Jim Yarlano 37 3. Wayne Starkey 78 


2. Karl Taylor 23 2. Mike Reynolds 31 
3. Craig Wallace 38 
Super Senior B 2. Darren Fowler 
1. Brad Minnix 71 3. Brian Mathews RIDE 
Super Senior C Women RED 
1. Stuart Bradow 78 1. Twilah Sewar 


Sportsman Open 
1. Richard Napolitano 





3. Jason Croley 62 Vet A 2. Mike Preslar 100 2. Lori Craig ЕМЕ * SHOEI • FOX • THOR ° HJC 
Open B 1. Johnny Simpkins 18 3. Robert Dahlman 128 " e è ё % 
1. Mel Smith 25 2. Kim Watson 20 Master A MSR * NOLEEN * SCOTT • HRC 











PRO-CIRCUIT • OAKLEY e 
ANSWER 


SHENANDOAH 
e HONDA 
HONDA PARTS EXPRESS 


Several years past, the race was a a lot tougher. It average and a timed section would have made things 
was always hot and humid and the trail just brutalized a bit more interesting, at least making the scores high- 
most. The club listened to the riders, and the last and er. But that's not much of a complaint. Gravitt pretty 
some of the best trail of the day was run at 18 mph much summed the race up: "The trails were perfect, 
and a free zone with the last check a known control. they could have used a few more arrows, but in my 
For this race, with the great weather, a faster speed тіпа, it's the best Florida race I've ever ridden.” # 





CONGRATULATES PAT TIMOTHY 


1998 NETRA Harescrambles Grand Champion 


» Our 1998 harescrambles team took six of the 
fl top ten overall finishes. 
0) Nine of the top ten finishers are riding for us 
| in 1999, including Josh McLevy who will contend 
the GNCC nationals and select NETRA events. 


ERFORMANCE 


USPENSION 
COMPONENTS 


EVALVES 
EBUILDS 


1998 Enduro Finishes 
Jason Cayer, 1st AA, 2nd overall 
Keith Goodell, 2nd, Super Senior 
Bob White, 3rd AA, 4th overall N 


1998 Hare Scramble Finishes 
Luke McNeil, 1st, 125 A Nationals 

Pat Timothy, 1st AA, and Gr. Champion 
Tom Norton, 2nd AA, 2nd overall 

Ken Valentine, 3rd AA, 3rd overall 


www.ccycle.com 
: Ken Law, 6th AA, 7th overall 
[eet mad, Giant, СТ pfo Chris Panzella, 1st open, 9th overall 


800-867-6721 DJ Lis, 1st 250cc, 10th overall 


Nine of the top 
ten riders can't 
be wrong ! 
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Studding Your Own 








Bruno Wessel Stud Gun 


How to not necessarily save big bucks 


he cold weather season offers some of the best 

riding opportunities. If you're like our core group, 
snow and ice makes more than the ground hard. We 
refuse to bow to Mother Nature. We take what she 
gives, and plan accordingly. A small disclaimer for the 
uninformed and under-insured: winter riding has 
potential hazards all it's own. Without going into a 
laundry list of dos and don'ts, dress smart and never 
ride alone. 'Nuff said. 

In the fall, during our dumber and more tightly-bud- 
geted youth, we would clean out all the area hardware 
stores of half inch, #10 hex-head sheet metal screws. 
We would then use a drill to install said screws, at 
least two per knobby, into a fresh set of meats. Viola! 
Cheap-o-matic winter tires. This set up would work 
okay, but the rear tires’ screws would always get 
tossed out faster than a wet dog on new carpet, unless 
you rode super squidly. Not the best option, 
but better than nothing. 

Eventually, we graduated to Kold Kutter 
ice screws. These are specifically designed 
for ice racing, not construction projects. 
The screw heads are fiercely sharp and 
hardened. They stay put very well, but 
eventually some do get torn out. A happy 
right hand will shorten screw life, eh? 
These also are screwed in like their generic 
brothers, with installation time and quantity 
about the same. For the record, a front tire 
will take about 200 screws, and the rear tire 
about 300. Remember, ice racing is on a 
pretty controlled surface, not the log, rock 
and root-infested aberrations we call trails. 
Overall, the Kold Kutters work pretty darn 
good. 

We still drooled over the set of Trelleborgs 
the rich kid down the block had. Trelleborgs 
are THE supreme ruling off-road winter tires, 
hands down. There are some new studded tires 
out, but mainly the difference is in the type of spikes 
installed. Trelleborgs use the costly rally spikes and 
the newer brands generally use a more conventional 
car-type spike. You can get studded tires with the 
Trelleborg type carbide studs in them, but genuine 
Trelleborg Friction Spike tires are the ultimate. The 
whole moral here is you get what you pay for, unless 
you take the big plunge. We rarely miss an opportuni- 
ty to go big, so we took the plunge. 

We made some phone calls to our friendly neigh- 
borhood tire dealer and ultimately purchased a pneu- 
matic stud gun of our very own. A Bruno Wessel stud 
gun, to be exact; even the name sounds manly. Bruno. 
Ever see a kid named Bruno with taped-up coke bottle 
glasses and a pocket protector? | didn't think so. 

Anyway, the investment wasn't cheap. The gun with 
optional feeder ran about 400 bucks. Next we had to 
decide what type of spikes would fit our quickly 
shrinking budget. We opted for the cheaper car-type 
spikes. They are relatively inexpensive at about thirty 
dollars per thousand, but still have the carbide tip we 
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By that studly man Jungle Dave 


wanted. Remember the Trelleborgs with the rally 
spikes? Remember the moral of the story? Those rally 
spikes will set you back approximately 180 bucks per 
500! The last thing to purchase was a suitable drill bit, 
a 3/16" brad point bit that cost us four dollars. We 
were ready to become King Stud. 

We thoroughly ignored all the instructions, warn- 
ings and disclaimers, as only manly men can do. 
Seriously, the depth of the hole to be drilled is deter- 
mined by the size of spike to be installed. In our case, 
the 17mm studs we bought needed a 17/32" hole 
depth. Unlike car snow tires, knobbies do not come 
pre-drilled. We found that leaving the tire on the bike 

during installation was the best working 

platform. Using a depth-limiting 
device on our drill, we 
then painstak- 


5 


ingly drilled all the holes. Мето to self, do not drill 
through tire and tube...again. 

Now for the fun part, stud injection. According to the 
instructions, the holes in the tire should be lubricated 
with water to allow for easier installation (also to ease 
the tire’s pain, we suspect). Now the three external fin- 
gers of the gun are inserted into the hole as far as 
possible. While maintaining downward pressure, pull 
the trigger. The three external fingers will spread the 
hole, forcing the stud to the bottom of the hole. That's 
it! Only the carbide tip and 1/32" of the stud body 
should be visible. Also, be sure the stud is inserted 
straight into the hole. A leaning stud will not seat 
properly. 

It does take some practice to learn the technique. 
The company recommends between 95 and 110 PSI 
air pressure for maximum life of the gun and internal 
parts. 

Be careful when selecting a tire to be studded. 
Remember what was once soft or intermediate 
ground is now mostly concrete-like. We opted to stud 
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а hard terrain tire for its tighter spaced, тоге numer- 
ous knobs and softer compound. Try to stud only new 
tires. Used meats have irregularly worn knobs, mak- 
ing stud choice harder. Choose a stud size that will be 
seated in the knob only, not into the tire’s carcass. 
Install as many studs per knob as possible without 
overlapping. We've heard of some installers who use 
a special 3M adhesive when putting studs in tires. We 
chose not to use any glue, so the gun’s fingers would 
not become gummed up. The spikes are holding up 
fine after eight months of abuse. 

Was it worth it? Absolutely! Studded tires work so 
good, it’s like cheating Mother Nature. Wet slimy logs 
can now be attacked at any angle without fear. You can 
do some serious laps on a frozen pond just because 
it's there (please be sure the ice is thick enough). I've 
seen some horrendous low sides, where a rider is 
hard on the gas on thawing ground with about one 
inch of mud on top and hidden frozen stuff under- 
neath. Not a pleasant sight, but all avoidable with a set 
of spikes. Snow depth is a limiting 
factor, but for the most part with 
spikes you can ignore any- 
= thing less than four inches. 

Think of how you can smoke 
your buddies who make the 
mistake of coming to play in the 

frozen tundra without a set of studs! 

You know, the ones who have been spank- 
ing you all year. Think of the respect 
you'll get now when you show them your 
front wheel in a corner! If you had a 
stud gun you can even run spikes year- 
round without worrying about pre- 
serving your precious ice tires. One word 
of lawyer-induced caution: studded tires 
5 are VERY squirrelly on any kind of 
pavement. They do look cool at night on 
the asphalt when you light them up and 
sparks shoot out, but this action is not recommended. 

Bruno Wessel's tire studding tool is quite an invest- 
ment. The gun is very well constructed and sturdy. It 
comes with a complete breakdown drawing showing 
every single part with number. The parts can be 
ordered and replaced singularly or in several combi- 
nations of rebuild kits. A good tool that works great, 
what more could one ask? Hopefully you've been 
good and Santa will put one in your stocking. 

A Bruno Wessel tire studding tool can be yours from 
Bruno Wessel Inc., 300 Long Beach Blvd., Suite K, 
Stratford, CT 06497; (800)869-1908. On the other 
hand, if you're only interested in studded tires in one- 
sies and twosies, you're probably still better off buy- 
ing your tires pre-studded from Kevin's Cycle (508- 
285-4342), Motorace (413-734-6211), or USA Dual 
Sport (800-583-4912), or step right up to the plate 
nad get your dealer to order a set of Trelleborgs from 
Parts Unlimited. Studding your own tires is a lot of 
work on top of the expense involved, and we only rec- 
ommend it to the truly afflicted. # 


Formula Kd Ow2O 

100% synthetic oil uniquely blended 
for high performance 4-cycle racing 
engines. K4's friction modifiers and 
extreme pressure additives enhance 
power output by reducing fluid drag, 
increasing load capacity and reducing 
engine temperatures. 

Size: Liter, 5gal, 55gal 
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Maxum4 Ultra Racing 
Ow30. 5w50 

100% synthetic oil specially formulated 
for high performance 4-cycle racing 
engines, Increases power output by 
reducing fluid drag and increasing load 
capacity. Special additives decrease 
friction and engine temperatures. 

API SG/CC motorcycle specific MA oil. 
Size: Liter, 5gal, 55gal 


Spray & Shine 

Spray-on detailer contains Carnauba 
wax and silicone cleaners which make it 
ideal for plastic, fiberglass and carbon 
fiber bodywork, chrome and alloy parts. 
Safe for use on Lexan and polycarbonate 
windshields, painted surfaces, vinyl 
and rubber. 

Sizes: 2002/15.5 net wt. 
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The Most Technologically 
Advanced Lubricant Ever. 


For the past twenty: years, Maxima hås eared a reputation for creating products on the 
AG edge of; technology. High. quality, lubricants and additives that meet or exceed 
(й today’s sophisticated machinery. Technology is always in.a state of 


eng Utilizing our in-house) Res | and Development capabilities, Maxima engineers 


are constantly working to refine and introduce products that will maximize performance 
and reliability. Introducing the strongest, cleanest, most technologically advanced 
2-cycle oil ever — Formula K2. Formula K2 isia 100% synthetic ester, high performance 
2-cycle engine lubricant. It's special additives reduce power valve maintenance, prevent 
rust; oxidation, ring sticking and carbon build-up. Welcome to the next level in high 
performance 2-cycle lubricants. 


HIGH PERFORMANCE LUBRICANTS & ADDITIVES 


Phone 619.449.5000 Fax 619.449.9694 
Email info@maximausa.com Website www.maximausa.com 
9266 Abraham Way Santee California USA 92071 





LEARNING THE BASICS 


By Joe McLaughlin 





he Springfield M/C is one of the 

oldest clubs in NETRA, being an 
AMA-Chartered club since 1953. 
Serving as a “sister” club with the CT 
Ramblers, they host two Junior 
Enduro and Nervous Novice events 
each year. For the past couple of 
years, they have also been gracious 
enough to organize the NETRA 
Enduro School. 

The NETRA Enduro School is 
designed to introduce the world of 
enduro riding to those who have not 
dared to enter, and to help novice 
enduro riders figure out proper bike 
set up, riding tips and that pesky 


time-keeping stuff. Fifty-six riders Dick Burleson opens the school with a discussion of enduro timekeeping. With his 


attended, including four women and years of experience, he makes it sound simple. 
fifteen junior riders. This year's school 

had some high-caliber faculty. Their credentials 
include Dick Burleson's eight AMA National Enduro 
Championships and nearly 30 years of experience, 


collection of NETRA Championships. 


B&B Sales & Service 
791 Flory Mill Rd. * Lancaster, PA 17601 


717-569-5764 


SPORTMOTORCYCLES 


ESCAPE YOUR COUCH 


THIS WEEKEND | 


www. кітиѕа. сот å ВИО ear 


dS of Team КТМ. 


Venture outside the cushions on any of the 5 World Championship Enduro mounts 
from KTM. If you're into Enduro riding, we've built the perfect machine for you. Visit 
us today for model details and financing that best fit you. 
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A day in the dirt with Kevin and Dick 


and Kevin Hines' National Enduro Championship and 


Dick currently serves as a consultant to Moose 





Offroad, working to design and test 
products for today's demanding off 
road racers. Kevin has his own busi- 
ness going with CRE Imports and E- 
k Line, andat the time of the school was 
M spending most of his time in Texas, 
running a multi-line dealership for his 
friend Lyle Lovett. 

After an introduction by Springfield 
M/C's Mitch Frazier, Kevin and Dick 
began with an introduction of their 
off-road riding careers, which includ- 
ed DB's Enduro History 101. Both 
men spoke of what it takes to com- 
| pete in enduro riding at any level, and 
= of course what it takes to be a cham- 
Me pion. Mastering the fundamentals 
4 was the foundation of the discussion. 

“Once you've mastered the basics, 

the rest comes easy." Of course loads 

of talent doesn't hurt either one of 
you, does it guys? 
The most fundamental aspect of riding, and win- 






ning, any enduro is timekeeping. Naturally, this was 


ALL ‘99 MODELS 


IN STOCK AT REDUCED 
PRICES—TOO LOW TO LIST! 


50 HUSKYS IN STOCK, 
ALL THE TIME 


PARTS FOR OLD BIKES OUR 
SPECIALTY, WE HAVE IT, OR 
WE CAN GET IT FAST! 

MOREL'S HUSQVARNA 
899 E. WASHINGTON STREET 
NORTH ATTLEBORO Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri 9—6 


MASSACHUSETTS 09760 Sat. 9—4 
(508)695-9061 Closed Sun & Mon 





the longest and most-involved lecture on the syllabus к= 


today. Hiney and DB each had their own somewhat 


unique spin on how they make timekeeping less of a В 


strain on the brain. The discussion started with the 
very basic concept of reading the route sheet. 
A sample route sheet was distributed to everyone, 


and each route sheet detail was covered in great Å 
depth: speed changes, resets, layovers, known con- * 


trols and gas stops. An enlightening discussion on 
riding “possibles” followed, which explained how to 
take advantage of knowing where a check couldn’t be. 


Kevin and Dick’s discussion was very straightfor- Н 


ward and easy to follow for most everyone. Some 


couldn't fathom why they would want to pay attention & 
to all of this timekeeping trickery when they weren't [Йй 


even fast enough to finish an enduro. To this DB sug- 

gested, “If you know you're not fast enough, just get 

in the woods and go, man!” Sound advice, indeed. 
When the discussion came to Brand-X rules, even 


though Dick was familiar with the concept, even he | 


thought they were confusing! As you would expect, 
Kevin has a Ph.D. in Brand-X enduro riding, with his 


New England Enduro background. He was able to fag 


offer a great deal of advice on the subject. Regardless 
of AMA or Brand-X rules, both former champions 
suggest starting with your route sheet and a wrist- 
watch. Kevin summed it up best, "While using a com- 
puter certainly makes it easier, you've got to know 
what to do when it doesn't work." He added, "Too 
many talented riders are handicapped by their com- 
puters. They have their girlfriend, buddy or wife pro- 
gram it for them, then it fails and they can't finish the 
event because they never learned how to use the route 
sheet and a wristwatch." 

A lunch break followed the timekeeping class with 
brown bag lunches provided by the Springfield M/C. 
After lunch, everyone got suited up to test their time- 








DB demonstrates the proper body position while Kevin 
Hines looks on. Both did a great job at the school. 


keeping skills on a thirteen-mile loop laid out by 
Springfield M/C's Dave Mathisen. Before the start, DB 
and Kevin went through the route sheet with the group 
to make sure everyone understood what was on it. 
The loop consisted of a little bit of everything, includ- 
ing two speed changes, a couple of resets, a "gas 
stop" and a known control. To test the limits of every- 
one's retention, the loop was run under Brand-X rules. 

The whole thing was run just like a bona fide 
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enduro, with four riders taking off each minute after 
key time. The course was a little slick from some 
recent rain, so everyone was sure to drop a few points 


| at the secret checks. There was a check that was easy 


to burn to catch those who didn’t pay attention to the 
morning lesson. 

Upon completing the loop, everyone turned in his or 
her scorecard and lined up his or her bikes to have 


Å their bike setup checked by The Man himself. Before 


starting, DB proclaimed he would find at least one 
bike with five or more inches of rear suspension sag. 


fj Obviously he's done these novice enduro schools 


before, as two or three riders found themselves 
shamed by excessive sag. 
Once everyone had their machines inspected for 


$ front and rear sag, handlebar and control set up, 


Kevin and Dick spent some time talking about riding 
position. The discussion included the proper position- 
ing for standing, sitting, cornering, accelerating and 
braking. Tips like weighting the outside peg in cor- 
ners, squeezing the tank in rough conditions and stay- 


l| ing neutral on the bike were shared. After watching 


DB demonstrate, students had the chance to climb on 
the bike and have Kevin and Dick critique their body 
positioning. 

After attending the school, it’s amazing to see how 
terribly complicated enduro riding isn’t. Kevin and 
Dick did an excellent job of taking the stigma out of 
timekeeping. Learning how to properly set up the bike 
goes a long way towards finishing an event, when the 
machine works with you instead of against you. 
Knowing where to be positioned during different situ- 
ations leads to smoother riding and less energy 
expenditure. 

Like they said in the beginning of the day, “It all 
comes down to mastering the fundamentals.” Loads 
of talent doesn't hurt though. 4t 
























Fx (412) 824-3749 





February 2000 27 





Basic Clutch 
Service 


Servicing Procedure 

egin by either draining the motor's transmis- 

sion oil, or lay bike over on its side, ISDE style 
(clutch side up). With the bike on its side, the oil 
doesn’t need to be drained as it pools below the 
level of the clutch side cover. Next, remove clutch 
cover (on bikes so equipped) or the entire clutch 
side engine cover in order to expose the clutch 
basket. If the entire side cover must be removed, 
the kickstarter, shifter and/or brake pedal might 
have to be removed first, depending upon the bike 
make and model (get a manual). Some models 
might even require the draining of engine coolant 
and/or disconnection of power valve linkage. Pray 
that your scoot has a clutch cover. 

With the clutch basket exposed, loosen the five 
or six fasteners on the face of the pressure plate 
that compress the clutch springs. In most cases 
M6-sized fasteners are used, most commonly 
shod with 10mm hex heads. On occasion you'll 
find an 8mm hex head or socket head (KTM) fas- 
tener. No matter which, back these bolts out even- 
ly, a little at a time, alternating fasteners back and 
forth across the clutch basket. If the entire assem- 
bly has the tendency spin, drop the bike into gear 


Definitions 


Pressure Plate — The moving part of the clutch 
assembly that, working against clutch spring ten- 
sion, releases the clamping action on the clutch 
plates when the clutch lever is engaged. 





Drive (friction) Plate — Consumable, fiber coated, 
ring-shaped friction surface that interfaces between 
the clutch basket tangs and pressure plate. Has tabs 
sticking out that match the cutouts between the 
clutch hub tangs and is coated with a friction mate- 
rial that vaguely resembles brake pad compound. 


Driven (metal) Plate - Steel or aluminum ring- 
shaped disks that interface between the clutch hub 
and the friction plates. Steel plates are most often 
found in enduro/trail machines and provide longer 
wear and greater flywheel effect. Aluminum driven 
plates, near universally found in motocross type 
machines, are lighter, less durable and provide less 
flywheel effect. Additionally, aluminum driven plates 
wear out nearly as quickly as the friction plates 
themselves, in the process fouling transmission oil 
at an accelerated pace. 


Clutch Springs — Short coil springs that continu- 
ously hold the friction and driven plates together 
through spring tension, preventing slippage except 
when the clutch lever is engaged. Most often, five or 
more clutch springs are used per motorcycle clutch 
assembly. Stiffer or more springs are typical of high- 
er output engines. Softer or fewer springs beget a 
lighter clutch lever pulling effort. 


Clutch Basket — A bowl-shaped gear-driven hous- 


ing bolted onto the end of the clutch shaft that holds 
the entire clutch assembly. 
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TrailRider Toolbox 


by Mark Uth 





What the clutch “pack” looks like in the engine. We 
already have the pressure plate retaining bolts and 


springs removed. 


to prevent this. 

With all of these fas- 
teners completely loos- 
ened, lift out each bolt, 
washer and clutch 
spring and set them 
aside some place where 
they'll stay clean. 
Measure the free length 
of the clutch springs and 
compare that to the to 
specification for mini- 
mum free length listed in 
your service manual. If 
the clutch springs have 
sagged (insufficient 
minimum free length), 
they'll need to be 
replaced. 





All the component parts of a clutch, laid out on a greasy board. From left to right, 


Motorcycle Maintenance 101 


ing them together. Be careful not to score clutch 
basket or clutch plate faces and stop immediately 
if they don't come readily apart—something must 
be wrong if that's the case, and you'll need to seek 
higher guidance. 

With all of the clutch plates removed, inspect the 
clutch basket, looking for grooves worn into the 
basket fingers or scoring on the face. Grooving 
adversely impacts clutch actuation effort and 
smoothness. If the clutch basket fingers are 
grooved more than, say, 1/32nd of an inch or so, 
they'll need attention. In extreme cases, the only 
option is replacing the clutch basket. However, if 
the grooving is less serious, they can be 
smoothed out using a hand file. Bear in mind 
though, this creates more slop in the clutch actu- 
ation, so that next time the grooving is likely to be 
considerably worse. Essentially, its a temporary 
fix that buys you some additional riding time. Note 
that the clutch basket rides on one or two thin 


With pressure plate Starting from the top: Clutch hub bearing, clutch basket, clutch hub, lock washer 


retaining 
removed, the pressure, 
friction and driven plates 
may now be lifted out of the clutch basket. 
Remove the pressure plate first and set it aside 
with the clutch springs, someplace where it won't 
get dirty. When removing the pressure plate, be 
careful with the clutch actuation rod. Oftentimes 
there is a flat needle bearing, spacer, or even a 
simple ball bearing, that can drop out and become 
lost. Be sure to pay attention to the order in which 
these parts go back together. Be advised that for a 
basic clutch plate replacement, removal of the 
clutch actuation rod probably isn't necessary. 
However, while you've got things apart it's not a 
bad idea to check the rod for wear or bending, 
especially if clutch action has been faulty. Just be 
sure not to lose any of these small parts or forget 
how they came apart. 

Now it's time to lift out the friction and driven 
plates. Friction plates sometimes have the tenden- 
cy to stick together, or even stick to the clutch 
basket face. A screwdriver or other prying tool can 
be carefully used to break the slight stiction hold- 


fasteners and nut, push rod, clutch springs and pressure plate retaining bolts, pressure 
plate, clutch plates. This is out of a KTM, all clutches are basically the same. 





Pressure plate on the left, with the clutch contact 
area facing up. Next to it is a drive plate, or friction 
plate, and laying partially on top of that is a driven 
plate—aluminum or steel, depends on the bike. 


needle bearings. If you're forced to replace the 
clutch basket, its prudent to change this needle 
bearing as well. With all that out of the way, we 
can begin to reassemble things. 





See those wear grooves on the tangs of this clutch 
basket? Some times you can carefully smooth them 
with a file, but usually grooves are a sign you need a 
new clutch basket 


If you're just replacing the friction plates, sepa- 
rate out the old friction plates from the driven 
plates. To replace the clutch, restack the new 
plates inside the clutch basket alternating friction 
plate/driven plate. A friction plate always goes in 
first, and as such all clutch assemblies always 
have one more fiber plate than metal plate. Be 
sure that a fiber plate is the last plate that goes in 
on the top of the stack as well. Do not stack the 
plates together dry—coat all of them with trans- 
mission oil before you stack them together, or 


you'll burn the clutch up the first time you ride the 
bike. 

If your bike is equipped with aluminum driven 
plates, its highly recommended that they be 
replaced, or at least checked during the replace- 
ment process. Again, your. service manual will 
have a thickness specification for both friction and 
driven plates. If you're using your scoot for off- 
road racing or trail riding, we'd highly recommend 
you consider replacing aluminum driven plates 
with aftermarket steel ones. This switch offers 
three potential benefits to the typical off-road set: 
Better driven plate longevity (read: forever), less 
fouling of transmission oil, and greater flywheel 
effect. 

Continue the reassembly process by dropping in 
the pressure plate. Check your service manual, 
since some bikes require marks on the pressure 


plate and clutch basket to be lined up on reassem- 
bly. Begin to tighten it down by replacing the 
clutch springs and their fasteners. Be sure to start 
these bolts by hand to avoid cross threading them 
and hosing the clutch hub. Tighten them down 
evenly, alternating bolts in a cross wise manner. 
These bolts don't get torqued very much, so be 
sure not to manhandle or over-tighten them. 
There's a torque spec in your owners manual— 
use it. 

Button things up by replacing the clutch cover or 
side cover, ideally with fresh gaskets. If you 
drained your oil, be sure to replace it with the 
proper amount of fresh transmission lubricant. 
We use Golden Spectro SAE 80w motorcycle gear 
lubricant in our two stroke gear boxes. In a four- 
stroke engine, remember to use a 15w40 or better 
motor oil rather than gear lubricant. 4t 
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From the company who brought you the 
finest steering stabilizer in the world... 


Eton & Midwest kids ATV’s 


Husqvarna 


LEFTOVERS AVAILABLE, CALL! 
2-6 99 ТЕ 410 
99 WR250 
99 WR125 


CNC machined 6160 Billet Aircraft Aluminum for increased strength, clamping surface and reduction of fork flex. 


Comes complete with the SCOTTS Stabilizer Barclamp and reversible lower perches allowing variable bar positions. 


Special “Titanium” color anodizing to match the Scotts Steering Stabilizer Handlebar Clamp. 


Available for Honda, Kawasaki, Suzuki, Yamaha, KTM, Gas Gas and Husqvarna. 


Also sold as a complete kit which includes the SCOTTS Crown, a SCOTTS Steering Stabilizer, ProTaper handlebars, 
handlebar clamp and frame bracket, for only $599.00! (This option saves you $140.00 over the individual prices!) 


Order Online at our Web site: 
http::/www.scottsperformance.com 


2248-6747 


2625 Honolulu Ave. 
Montrose, СА 91020 
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HODY RAMBLE 





Getting in a little trail riding in Rhode Island 


By Joe McLaughlin 


Exeter, RI 7/11 
he Stepping-Stone Ranch in Exeter, RI, is becom- 
ing a fairly popular place for off-road enthusiasts 

lately. In late June, the ranch hosted a two-day round 
of the World Cup Trials, where the best trials riders 
from around the globe come to show us Americans 
how to climb some big, gnarly rocks. Today, the ranch 
served as a staging area for the Rhody Rovers' new 
turkey run, the Rhody Ramble. 

Co-trail bosses Ron Smith and Bob Drapcho laid 
out nearly sixty ground miles of enjoyable trail. The 
temperature had finally retreated out of the 90's for 
the day, but weeks without any measurable rain cre- 
ated some pretty dusty going in some places. Luckily, 
| headed out in an early group, which meant we only 
had to contend with our own dust. 

The day began with eight miles of some fairly open 
but rocky trails. With the dry conditions, the tires 
were hooking up nicely, so liberal doses of throttle 
were in order. Since this first section proved to be a 


Mere 


Freedom Cycie Freedom Cycle Freedom 





healthy workout, some dirt roads and tar on the route 
sheet were warmly welcomed for the next few miles. 
The slow pace kept the dust to a minimum, and gave 
me time to scroll through the route sheet to see what 
lay ahead. 

A brisk two-mile section followed, consisting most- 
ly of what | thought was new trail, but later found out 
it was trail resurrected from years ago. | entered the 
section behind a couple of fellow enduro riders, and 
was followed by an unrecognizable rider on a fairly 
clapped-out XR200. Zooming along at a pretty fast 
pace, the four-stroke was screaming behind at every 
turn. During repeated attempts to pull away, the 
sound would fade, but after any slight hesitation it 
was back again! 

At the end of the section, | had to find out who this 
lunatic was. Turned out it was none other than the 
Rhody Rovers’ own Peter Ruggiero. That's right, the 
same Peter Ruggiero “Counselor at Law” who adver- 
tises in the NETRA News. It seems Peter wants to 
come out of retirement and start trail riding again, and 
he managed to borrow a less-than-meticulously-pre- 
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pared XR200 for the day. “I’ve got to ride this thing 
wide open, or it'll throw me right off!” he exclaimed. 
Now | understood why it sounded like the throttle was 
stuck wide open and he was just pulling in the clutch 
to slow down in the corners. | find it amazing how for- 
mer fast enduro riders can jump on any old bike after 
not riding for a while and roost around like they never 
missed a weekend of riding. 

The course continued over several miles of woods 
roads, dirt roads and tar roads until it turned onto a 
trail looking very much like parts of the Lil’ Rhody 
enduro in past years. With the four-stroke screaming 
behind, the trail wove neatly through a pine grove and 


WORKS FORK & SHOCK PISTONS 
Hard Anodized Shock 
Bodies & Forks 
Revalving, Rebuilds, Springs, 
Seals, Bushings 


Carbon Fiber Fork Guards 
through more rocky trail for over five miles until it 1 00% Money Back Guara ntee 


crossed over Route 165. After crossing the road, | 22 Hudson Falls Rd 
yielded to the throttle-happy four-stroke, and pro- South Glens Falls, NY 12803 
ceeded to chase the mad pilot for five or six miles, 518-792-9260 

through another section often used for the club’s 
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As the day wore on, the dust started hanging a little 
thicker. Every so often, we'd encounter a soft-powder 
berm, and it would suddenly become difficult to clear- 
ly see past the front of the fender until the dust blew 
away. Some two-way traffic signs forced everyone to 
slow it down for the last 2 miles before the gas stop, 
as the course followed the first few miles backwards 
to the gas stop back at “the Ranch.” 

After the gas stop, the course proceeded down a tar 
road for a few miles before heading into five miles of 
more exhilarating trail that looked familiar from 
enduros past. A couple miles of dirt road and trail led 
to the day’s only hero section. 

The signs pointing out the section read: “Real 
Heroes Only! No Squids!” Naturally | turned onto the 
hero trail and decided that it wasn’t all that bad after å s 
navigating through a gnarly off-camber downhill and —_ 


rocky mud section. However, my pride had to be swal- 
lowed like a pill as | pushed my bike up a tight, verti- Kia HONDA v 


M 


cal rock ledge. True Hero Section, indeed. 

Fortunately the remaining nine miles didn't require SPORTMOTORCYCLES 
as much physical effort as the rock ledge. Upon POLARIS 
returning to the start area, stories were already circu- 
lating that the hero section had been closed off 
because too many riders had been stuck trying to 
push their bikes up the ledge. 

While the rider turnout was a little lighter than the 
Rhody Rovers had anticipated, due to a conflicting 
hare scramble, Ron Smith, Bob Drapcho and the rest 
of the Rhody Rovers laid out a fabulous ride. A few of 





v 





Pottsville, PA 


the club's supporting wives and girlfriends cooked up See us on the Web: www.mattocycle.com 

some terrific grub and served ice cold drinks to all the 5 tn. fI 

riders who came back with dusty faces. Orders . (800)923- 171 и * Tech Line: (570)429-0678 
All in all, a very enjoyable day. Hopefully the Rhody Fax Line: (570)429-0141 

Ramble will find its way onto the schedule again next Я å tees 

year. t E-Mail: offroad@pottsville.infi.net 
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ULTIMATE TRAIL RIDE 


Four days of gnarly riding in Canada 


By Brian Southworth 


He you ever wondered what it would be like to go 
on one of those multi-day trail rides you are 
always reading about in the magazines? Well, a group 
of 12 fun loving trail riders and racers from Michigan 
wondered the same thing. Led by our fearless leader, 
KTM Enduro Team manager Alan Randt, our group of 
12 headed east to the Toronto, Canada, area for the 
ultimate trail ride. Blair Sharpless & Company puts on 
trail rides in Canada a few times each year, and Alan 
was kind enough to talk Blair into doing a four-day ride 
for us in October. Multi-time Canadian National 
Enduro Champion Blair Sharpless and his crew met 
Our group at the Port Perry Snowmobile Clubhouse in 
Raglan, Canada, for what Blair called the Four-Day 
Tour of Ontario. 

Being that the group of us were from Michigan, Blair 
decided that the first day of riding would consist of 
lots of sand and tight trails to get us warmed up. On 
the drive over the day before, the whole eastern side 
of the country received a record amount of rain. This 
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- Rugged sensor cable w/ 
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Gathering for a group picture on a rainy hill. Has 
anybody got a pair of dry socks? 





would prove to be perfect for our day of riding in the 
sand. The traction was perfect and we had no dust to 
deal with. 

The first day of riding got started around 10:00 a.m. 
and Blair had scheduled our stay the first night in 
Bobcaygeon. We had about 200 km, or 120 miles to 
ride that day. Lots of great sandy single track and 
some snowmobile trails, with paved roads at the end 
of the day kept things very interesting. We had a few 
scheduled gas stops and a lunch break throughout our 
perfect day of riding. 

For such a large group, we had very few problems 
staying on schedule. KTM rider Harold Hall had the 
first casualty of the day when a smashed pipe forced 
some trail-side tweaking to get him to the gas stop. A 
new pipe from the Lansing Cycle box van and we were 
on our way. We reached the motel in Bobcaygeon 
around 5:00 p.m. and got some things ready for the 
next day. 

The second day of riding would be the first of three 
days spent riding in the rocks of Canada. The famous 
two-day Corduroy enduro was the weekend before, 
and we would get to ride some of the great trails. Blair 
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Some of the trails were absolutely excellent, 
although a lot of them were muddy and under water. 
River crossings made sure you were well soaked. 


Kne 5 
Kits include-fully-D.O.T. legal f 
lighting, wiring harness, regu-1 
Tator/rectifier, switci i 
blies, laser cut brackery, Ni- Å 
Cad battery, electric horn, $ 
„land detailed instruetionsjÅ 
H (4.0 to 7.0 Ibs.). $365 - $46, 
partial kits and custom co 
figurations available. 3 
Street legal Conversion Kits for: 
i Hondas, Kawasakis, Yamahas, 
jSuzukis, KTMs, and Huskys. 


РАХ: (858) 578-9077 
‘E-Mail: bajadese ba 
Visit our catalog 
on the internet A 
http://www. bajadesigns; com/ * 


From CR's to XR's to YZ's, Baja Designs has a large. - 
election and low prices on fuel-tanks, exhaust 
systems, steering stabilizers, speedo/odos, high 
Powered H.I.D. lighting and stator rewinds, skid 
$ plates, plastic, OEM parts and much more. Our knowl--(7— 
: edgeable sales staff can assist you with your ques- 


jio For a Catalog DN $2 to the above EE 





warned us as we started the first of many miles in the 
rocks that this would be a long day. Lots of trail and 
very little road were in order. We would get to ride five 
different race sections that were run the weekend 
before. Galloway, St. Croix, Green’s Mountain, Donald, 
and Peterson would definitely test our rock riding 
Skills. 

Sunny skies in the morning would turn cloudy and 
rainy for a while, then turn sunny again in no time. 
Even after getting through the first day well, our group 
would have a few more mishaps on the second day. 
KTM rider Rob Cook was the first person with a flat 
tire, shortly after the lunch stop. As most of the group 
took a break during the ISDE tire change, a sweep rider 
informed us that Harold Hall had swapped out in a nice 
sized mud hole and was scooping mud out of the carb 
as we spoke. Some of us left with another lead rider, a 
few finished the tire change, and Blair and Alan rode 
back to rescue Harold. Both Blair and Alan have been 
in this situation many times before, and they had 
$159. Harold’s KTM fired back up and grinding mud through- 
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out the motor in no time. Once those three caught the 
rest of the group, we only had 20 or so miles to reach 
our sleeping quarters for the night. 

After 120 miles pounding rocks and lots of mud, 
everyone was ready for bed. Fearless leader Alan 
Randt was the first to hit the sack, but not before KTM 
rider Fred Fischmiester fell asleep at the dinner table. 
Just like the night before, great accommodations and 
plenty of beer before bed had the bench racing at an all 
time high. 

Tired and sore, everyone got ready the next morning 
for what would be a very interesting day of riding. For 
those people who have never ridden more than one 
day, it takes a while to get your body working in the 
morning on a multi-day ride. | learned to take it easy 
for a while or | would end up laying on my back all 
swapped out. 

After a few miles of rocks first thing in the morning, 


“It used to be 
nothing but 
Grateful Dead 
concerts and body 
piercing all night 
long, but not any 
more. I started 


reading Trail 
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live for my Trail 
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magazine!” 
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we had some easy two-track trail to our first stop. It had been raining off and on all 
morning, and when we got to the first stop it was coming down pretty good. Before 
we left the break, Blair told us we were going to be crossing the Hay Lake Dam. Blair 
said normally the dam only had about a quarter inch of water covering it, but it was 
very slippery. The dam is about 50 yards across and about 8 feet wide. It is an old 
wooden moss-covered dam with water on both sides. When we got there it had 
about 6 inches of water flowing across it and it was EXTREMELY slippery. Just get- 
ting on to the dam was tricky; once you were on the dam, throttle and brake control 
was a must. If you gassed or braked too hard, you would be laying down crashed 
out and soaking wet for the rest of the day. The only one to fall was Blair's other trail 
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guide Warren. 

After everyone made it across the dam we had a nice powerline cruise to get to 
the lunch break. While we were eating lunch it really started raining. Blair told us that 
we could cut out about 50 km of trail later in the day if it was still raining like it was. 
That afternoon we had another couple different sections of great trail to ride, but it 
was pouring down rain by now and | was the next lucky rider to get a flat tire. Randt 
changed the front tire in the pouring rain on the side of a dirt road while the rest of 
the group kept going. Once we caught everyone we reached the point where we 
could either ride the road back or ride 50 km more of trail. It had stopped raining by 
then so 9 of the 12 riders in our group decided to ride the extra trail. 

The trail was called the Nesbit. All the rain we had through the day made it the nas- 
tiest and muddiest trail | had ever seen. We rode through huge mud holes, lots of 
giant rocks, and a section Warren had worked on the week before that went through 
the middle of a swamp. When we got to the swamp it had a bunch of logs laid next 
to each other all the way across so we could ride to the other side. Warren said it 
was called corduroying, and was something they did a lot. Everyone was falling 
down in the swamp, pushing their bikes, and doing everything we could just to get 
across. It was perfect! We finally reached the hotel just as it was getting dark and 
put an end to the best day of nasty riding any of us had done in a while. 

The last day began with most everyone a little tired after three days of riding. We 
had about 160 miles of riding to get back to Raglan, where everyone was parked. It 
was the longest day yet but also the easiest. Lots of railroad grade and paved roads 
would get ridden, but not before we rode two more great sections of trail. 

Another section used the weekend before at the Corduroy, called Miserable Lake, 
would prove to be very miserable. We crossed a river before starting the section, 
and headed off into the rockiest section of the four days. Lots of small cobby rocks 
and also some huge flat rocks would test anyone’s rock riding skill. After that, we 
had some nice easy roads and two-tracks until we got to the last tough section we 
would get to ride, the Honeymoon Trail. The trail was 
named after Blair and his wife rode this on their honey- 
moon. Lots of fun rocks and only one big swamp to 
cross, with some nice scenic powerline roads to take us 
into lunch for the day. After lunch it was just an easy ride 
to get back to the Port Perry Snowmobile Club, where 
everyone had parked. Four long days of riding and every- 
one was happy to be back 

If anyone is thinking about an adventure ride some- 
time, this is the group of guys to do it with. Blair and 
Warren did a wonderful job of leading our group to all 
the great trails. Sweep riders Brian and Rob did a great 
job of making sure we didn't get lost, and with helping fix 
bikes when we were smacking around with flat tires and 
scooping water out of bikes. Dale and Jamie got to drive 
support vehicles all day and put up with all of us every 
time we needed something. 

Contact Blair Sharpless & Company about pricing for 
the different trail rides they put every year. Once your 
group of riders meets up at the start for your ride, every- 
thing is included in the price. All you need is a reliable 
bike, a way to get to Canada, and a thirst for fun on a 
motorcycle. If you ever have the chance don't miss it! 

For more information get in touch with Blair Sharpless 
& Company, 889 Walton Court, Whitby, Ontario L1N- 
7R5, Canada. Phone (905)666-9734, or fax (905)666- 
7750. t 





Cmon, admit it. You live for weekends. 
Time for playing in the dirt with Mom and 
Dad. And roosting your little brother when 
he tries to beat you back to camp. Maybe 
you even catch yourself dreaming of stand- 
ing atop a podium one day, beaming ear-to- 
ear and hoisting your trophy high. Sort of 
like six-time 250 Supercross champ Jeremy 
McGrath. OK, so maybe you dont ride at 


quite the same level as Supermac, but then 





INTRODUCING YAMAHA'S TT-R FAMILY. 
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nobody ever said you couldnt have a whole lot 
of fun trying, And with this five-pack of feisty 
thumpers, fun for the entire family is exactly 
what you get. From the electric-start TT-R250 
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YANKEE TRADER 


Want a free ad in Yankee Trader? Mail it into us, or e-mail 
to trmagazine@prodigy.net. 

1998 Husaberg 600 Elduro, low hours, new chain, tires, 
includes Trelleborg ice tires. excellent condition. baddest 
beast in the east, $6000. call Ned , 304-232-5741. West 
Virginia, GART80@msn.com. 

1997 KTM 360 MXC low hours, vet raced, Indy title, SX 
springs, FMF exhaust, active reeds, UFO lites, solid rear 
rotor, Trelleborg rubber, many extras. bulletproof & fast, 
$3000.00 0.b.0., call Scott (812)876-6586. 

1990 KTM 300 EXC New tires, fresh shock rebuild, new 
brake rotor on rear. Runs great, Ohio street title. $1050 or 
best offer, (937)8361844, l4bikes@aol.com. 

1998 Yamaha YZ 125 Exc. cond., Factory Connection 
suspension, new piston & rings. $2,850. 1999 KTM 125 
SX brand new, ridden two times, Fact. Conn. susp, 
Bulletproof skid plate. $4,200, (914)243-4912. 

1983 Honda XR 220 street legal, licensed, Powroll bored, 
stroked, valved. XR’s Only cammed, springed. 60 watt 
halogen w/200 watt “XL” mag, heavy flywheel, Reflex tri- 
als transmission, Fresh engine & shock. Chromoly bars, 
guards, rack, Hi-Flight seat, Supertrapp, and much more. 
Extra engine[disassembled], tank, shock, swingarm, carb, 
rear wheel. Trued/balanced wheels. | have rebuilt this bike 
from the ground up, but now have XR280! $1650, West 
Coast 1-541-469-2215 or elrf@harborside.com. 

1986 Honda Reflex Street legal, licensed, Powroll 
stroked, extended head fins, CEET seat, custom alu- 
minum rack, stock & adjustable shocks, fork braced, 45 
Watt Halogen light, guards, improved brakes. Low miles. 
$2100, West Coast 1-541-469-2215 or 
elrf@harborside.com. 

1973 Suzuki TC-100 Good mechanically, looks as old as 
it is, fresh engine. Has 2 speed X 4 speed shift-on-fly 
tranny, spare parts. $350, West Coast 1-541-469-2215 or 
elrf@harborside.com. 

1995 KTM 300EXC Renthals, Fact. Conn. shock, WER 
skid plate, Boyesen reeds and RAD valve, Acerbis hand- 
guards, WER rad guards, low hours, adult owned, never 
raced, $2800. 1997 KTM 360EXC Renthals, Fact. Conn. 
susp., WER skid plate, FMF pipe & silencer, low hours, 
never raced, $3600. 1978 Maico 400 Magnum Needs 
rebuilding. 1981 Maico MC250, apart but did run. Plus 
extra frames, motors, parts, best offer. (914)691-8817. 
1998 KTM 200EXC Only ridden 8 times. WER suspension 
and skid plate, Acerbis handguards and disc protectors, 
Enduro Engineering shark fin, stainless steel clutch hose. 
Very clean, never raced, asking $3600, (610)286-5283. 
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filled with revolutionary 
ÆTRIOSTEHothing 


El I & hundreds of 
other exceptional 
products such as 


clothing, maps, 


luggage, ots, 
books, 


DARIEN 
JACKETS, 


electronics, tools & more. 
FREE CATALOG 


0-222-199 
28 722-1927 * FAX 218-720-3610 
8 S. 18" AVE. W. e DULUTH, fee 55806 


GLOVES, 














ANDERS ERIKSSON 
WINS HIS 3RD 
WORLD ENDURO 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
ABOARD THE 
HUSQVARNA TE6IO 





HUSQVARNA USA 

А DIVISION ОЕ CAGIVA USA, INC. 
1901 DAVISVILLE RD. 

WILLOW GROVE, PA 19090 
215-830-3300 

Fax 215-830-3301 
www.husqvarnausa.com » 
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. Subscribe And Save! | 








That's 76% off the cover price. 


Please send subscription orders to: 
P.C). Box 51007, Dept. 5FRAI 
Boulder, CO 80322-1007 


email: dirtsubsepetersenpub.com 


*Offer is good in U.S. only. Canadian orders add $13.00 per year (includes GST), all other foreign orders add $15.00 per year (for surface mail postage); 
all payments must be in U.S. funds. Allow 4-8 weeks for your first issue to be mailed. 





Bearings & Oil Seals 


Worldwide Bearings, Inc. 
Imported Directly from Mfg’s 


Call (800)575-3220 
Fax (973)575-5969 
E-Mail bearings Qinstantlink.com 





The cure for your suspension problems. 


314 Route 542 • New Gretna, NJ 08224 
(609)294-8703 * Fax (609)294-3168 





WE CAN FIX IT!!! 
Motorcycle Radiators Only...Since 1990 


RADIATORS 


Clogged, Bent, Twisted, Smashed, or Leaking 
We fix them right! For as low as $35.00 
One-day service. We also fix oil coolers. 


MYLE R’ (800) 367-7699 (801) 280-8040 


8414 McDowell Ct., West Jordan, UT 84088 







PHOTOS 


Color Photos from ECEA events 
ty Mark Uth. Some appeared in 
rail Rider, many more didn't. 
Get a shot of yourself or anybody 
you like by contacting us with the 
name of the event, rider number, etc. 
Low Prices, Personal Service 
Write to: 
P.0. Box 2038 © Medford NJ 08055 
or wasteduthG yahoo.com 








FRP CHAIN GUIDE 


For most makes & models. Stronger than stock, wider 
for o-ring chains, with replaceable wiper blocks. 


COMPLETE INVENTORY FOR KDX200! 


• OEM Parts • Aftermarket Parts 
e Performance Parts ® Complete Shop Services 
* Large Inventory of Used KDX200 Parts 


FREDETTE RACING PRODUCTS 
31745 Dixie Highway * Beecher, IL 60401 


708-946-0999 fax 708-946-3264 
mum E. с 
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YANKEE TRADER 


150сс Kit for KTM 125. Fits 1987 to 1996, includes cylin- 
der head and new piston kit. $300, (610)286-5283. 

1999 Husaberg Sale FE400E $5999, FE600E $6399. 
Shipping available. B&B Sales & Service, (717)569-5764, 
fax (717)569-1476. 

1998 KTM 200MXC Exc. cond, $3200 obo. (724)861- 
5856, Western PA. 

1998 KTM 200MXC C-Cycle susp., working lights, enduro 
ready. All guards, Mass title, many new parts, adult 
owned. $3700, (508)238-8602. 

1999 KTM 300EXC Only 350 miles, handguards, skid 
plate, disc guards. Mint cond., NH titles, $4200. 
(603)487-2706. 

1997 Honda XR400 Low miles, full dual sport kit, heated 
grips, many other extras, $3200. Call Peter at (978)742- 
9001 


1985 Yamaha IT200 Good condition, low mileage. $1295. 
(570) 344-9299. 


Get the Edge to help you win! 
Virgin Earth: Sports Plus 
| and Tangy Tangerine 
| Replaces all 90 essential nutrients 
your body sweats out! 
Angela Stelly 
St. Mary Longevity 





We KNOW GPS, and 
we stock the BEST! | 


[2407577726 
www.cycoactive.com — 800-491-2926 


‘RACING CORPORATION- 
USA — 


reci RHI ТРАЕ] ее 
FREE COLOR CATALOG 


www.propilotracing.com 


SUSPENSION * MOTORS * PERFORMANCE PARTS 












Moto, Enduro, and Hare Scrambles needs 





We Support The Sport | 


Montgomeryville Cycle Center 
980 Route 309 • Montgomeryville, PA 


800-899-7511 


Honda * Kawasaki * Suzuki * Yamaha 









Your one-stop shopping center for all your 


1-888-395-7302 ; 











CheckMate - Full featured, 
Infrared version now shipping! 
E 3 AMA, ISDE, Brand X & Canadian rules 
Please call Everything you need for $449.95 
for more info 1-800-331-0470 em | 


Тесһ (504) 882-3107 eo 


FAX (504) 882-7700 
WWW.Icoracing.com DISCOVER 










KTM * HUSABERG • HUSQVARNA 
STOCK PARTS ® MOTORCYCLES 
CUSTOMIZED SUSPENSION 


2350 Orangethorpe, Anaheim CA 92806 
(714)449-1271 FAX (714)449-1374 









PENTON IMPORTS CO. | 


Importer and Distributor of 
~PIVILS 


HIGH PERFORMANCE ELECTRONIC 
RACING IGNITIONS 
Vintage to Current Model Kits for 
Single Cylinder Two-Stroke Applications 
(Sold Through Any Established Motorsports Business) 
Visit Our Website at www.pentonimports.com 
1115 Milan Ave., Amherst, OH 44001 


Ph:440-988-4474 Fax:440-988-4476 
February 2000 — 41 








Hertielder 


by Ed Hertfelder 





| know the month, 
but what year is this? 


hen the first magazine listing 

the 1999 Six Days results 

showed up in my desert shack, | thought a 

1979 magazine had slid out of one of the corner 
piles and dropped into my IN box. 

My IN box, by the way, is a neat plastic box 

labeled AIRBORNE EXPRESS which had airlifted 


Drew Smith, last | heard, was still trying to 
count the motorcycles in his dad’s barn. 

And last time | saw Geoff Ballard he was ask- 
ing around for a portable safe to protect the cute 
little kangaroo pins that everybody wanted. | 
even promised to get his photo on the cover of 
Trail Rider, but he STILL wouldn't give me one. 


"Jeff Fredette's name, of course, has never been OFF a Six 
Days result list since he was in high school. I believe will 
one day return the stubby screwdriver he loaned me.” 


itself out of the bed of a speeding pickup truck 
as it passed a shaded picnic area one day. | was- 
n't picnicking, | was doing a by-pass operation 
on my van’s heater system to eliminate today’s 
leak and ten feet of potential future leaks. All 
part of Hertfelder's Preventative Maintenance 
Program. 

My motto has always been, 'if it ain't there it 
can't break.’ 

When | saw the name Terry Cunningham 
among the Six Days finishers, | couldn't believe 
what | was reading. Is this really the 1999 Six 
Days results I'm looking at? 

The NINETEEN NINETY NINE results? 

It sure wasn't а 1979 magazine because 
those, in Arizona, turn to dried out parchment 
that flakes to pieces if you turn the page too 
fast. Except for those damn subscription post- 
cards, THEY seem to last forever. 

Last time | saw Terry Cunningham | was 
returning some disposable razors that | owed 
him from a Speedsville enduro, where | had dis- 
graced myself on the trail and Terry had dis- 
graced himself getting his van stuck in the 
muddy parking area because, as one joker said, 
he had 1400 pounds of his old enduro trophies 
inside. 

Then the name Randy Hawkins jumped out. | 
first met this National Champ at the Delaware 
National when he was installing a TV set on the 
ceiling of his palatial travel van. | was happy to 
read that he was still riding well enough for a 
Six Day gold. Which ain't exactly chopped liver, 
and Randy probably takes his with a side of 
grits. | wondered if Hawkins remembered me 
from that same Speedsville mud fest. He cer- 
tainly did thank me for lifting his back tire over 
a slippery root, but | was also hoping that 
maybe he'd also let me have his old tires, like 
Jeff Russell always did. 


42 Trail Rider 


Jeff Fredette's name, of course, has never 
been OFF a Six Days result list 
since he was in high 
school. | believe | will 
one day return the 
stubby screwdriver 
he loaned me 
when my Ford van 
was in distress, 
somewhere ог 
other near 
dark on a 
wet black- 
top road 
with an 
inordinate 
amount of 
dried horse 
manure on 
it. | know this 
because the 
seeds were stick- 
ing in my hair - 
which | once HAD, 
honest. 

Then | began 
adding up some 
dates and realized that 
these riders are packing 
around a heavy burden 
of years, and | know that 
piling them up behind you is 
not quite as marvelous as it's cracked up to be. 
But it sure is better than the only other choice. 

Drew Smith's longevity is hereditary, and he 
can't help it. If he was smart enough to move 
out of the cold damp hills of New Jersey to 
warm Arizona he might even equal his dad's 
lengthy riding career. Drew scared me once 
when he was into that Suzuki R & D program 






















developing the PE line. 

Due to some devious arrangements, Га 
recently come into possession of an very early 
production model of a Yamaha 11175, and it 
was in my van when | dropped by Drew's 
research facilities, connected to the upwind 
buildings of the world famous and quite odor- 
ous Pennsauken Mart. 

His fellow Suzuki technician Mike Rosso was 
showing me around the place, slowly | recall, 
until we entered an antiseptically clean work- 
shop, loud with the "zip! zip!" of furiously work- 
ing air tools. 

In the center of the noise was the new Yamaha 
being torn to manageable pieces by Drew, who 
could play ‘Red River Valley’ with an air gun and 
never miss a beat. After they pulled me down off 
the ceiling, with sincere promises to put it back 
together within the hour, | realized what was 
happening. 

That International Trials model—that's what 

IT meant—introduced an extremely clever 
and low cost method of adding increased 
fuel flow (and lubrication) to an over- 
speeding engine. A narrow plastic tube 
reacting to high air flow at the carb ven- 

turi, hence lower pressure, would take 

fuel directly from the float bowl. Drew 

and Mike had a serious NEED to know 

how Yamaha did this, and dissecting 
MY IT was the easiest way. 

So there | was, an unsus- 
pecting dupe in some serious 
manufacturing espionage 
undertaken by a Pennsauken 
spy ring. Serious stuff, and | 
might have put myself in danger of 
being shot on sight by the entire 
Yamaha dealer network. 

But worse than that, here | was with 

these spies tearing apart my brand new 
motorcycle and | still had to drive it up 
and down between the rails on the old New 

Jersey and Western railroad tracks to bed in 
and retighten the spokes. 

Plus, Thursday after next, | had to RIDE this 
growing pile of parts in the Alligator enduro, 
1200 miles south!. 


N 





—Ed Hertfelder 


Ed Hertfelder is a teller of tales and writer of 
books, as well as author of the globally famous 
Duct Tapes stories. Like to have a list of 
Hertfelder columns from 1986? Ask nice with a 
S.A.S.E. to Ed's ranch at PO. Box 17564, 
Tucson, AZ 85731; or E-mail to 
ducttapesQyahoo.com. % 
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-Ty Davis 


America's #1 
off-road racer!* 


Spectro congratulates 

Ty Davis for his recent A.M.A. 
National Enduro victory 

and Larry Pegram for his 
recent A.M.A. National 
Superbike victory. 


* Dirt Rider Magazine 
Editor's Choice 
June 1998 


**Dirt Rider Magazine Reader 
Surveys 1997 and 1998 
Brand of two-stroke oil 
purchased most often 


***American Roadracing Magazine 
Reader Surveys 1994, 1995, 1996 
Brand of Oil Currently Used 


RA E | AG SYNTHETIG Dm 
SINTHETIC BLEND CLE 
| | MOTORCYCLE LORD 
CA | LL | 208. QUARTS/ 89 LITERS 


Р. oz. (3942 UTE 


Conse USA 10.5, Quart / 0.946 Liters 


USABEN [0 America's #1 I6. "TES 
Husaberg Motorcycles USA four. -str oke oil! КҮ America 3 #1 mo streke oll 


SPECTRO OILS OF AMERICA ® 993 FEDERAL ROAD, BROOKFIELD, CT 06804 ° 1-800-2-GET-Oil • FAX 203-775-8720 





Day six in Portugal. 


Five solid days behind me. 


Nailed my final special test. 


Finished on my minute. 


Winning my ПЕР ISDE Gold Medal. 


My Best Day Euer. 


msracirng.com 
free catalog: 
232 granite street, unit 101 
corona, ca. 92879 





